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Elisabeth Montague Bennet was born January 22, 1881 in
Danbury, Connecticut to Archibald and Fannie Mae Lewis.
She was the oldest of her siblings: Robert Nathaniel, Sara Reba,
and Helen Isabel.

Elisabeth was the daughter of hard-working people. Her
father was a carpenter and her grandfather was also a
craftsman, a joiner and millwright; another grandfather
was a blacksmith. Elisabeth was a first generation Scottish-
American on her father’s side. Her mother helped run a

boarding house that her grandparents had established.

Elisabeth M. Bennet died September 1, 1959 after a long
and devoted commitment to the betterment of the minds
of children. It is fair to say that she fully honored the
sacrifices and hard work of her ancestors.

Research by Noreen Cullen




Elisabeth M. Bennet: The Life of an Extraordinary Woman
By Claudia D. Kuehl

The Ninth District School - !

The Start of a Legend

Elisabeth Montague Bennet began her
42 years of service to Manchester in 1909
as a supervisor of teachers at the East
School, the flagship of the Ninth District,

located at School and Main. In those days, ' e E S o
Tewen'n Folk wartch helpleanly o the Fola Store and adiacent uildings burn along

young women who were enrolled at the Rl e e e e e P
New Britain Normal School taught students in grades K-6, with Eurvitturs Sars, To add nault: to Injury Hooe Company #4 was raducad to

supervisors providing on-the-job training and oversight. Miss e
Bennet’s starting salary in the 1909-1910 school year was $600 for . o 10 2 5w
38 weeks of work.

Four years later, in the summer of 1913, Miss Bennet
was promoted to principal of the East School. Ninth District
School Superintendent Fred “Zip” Verplanck clearly valued her
competence and character.

On a balmy Thursday, October 23, 1913, Mr. Verplanck
popped into Miss Bennet’s office and left on her desk a
dictionary he had bought for the school. Later that afternoon,
Miss Bennett scolded a group of boys for using a peashooter
in class, then sent them on their way. One reappeared in her
office moments later. Fire! he said, and told her where — in a
book storage room that some casually called a library.

Miss Bennet dashed to the room and saw flames on
the wall behind a desk and wastebasket. She ran to an
auxiliary fire alarm box, broke the glass, and set off the
general alarm, which sounded in every firehouse in
town. In less than three minutes, the building was
empty. Within five minutes it was engulfed in flames
and impenetrable by firefighters, who tried and failed
to tame the blaze from outside. In an hour, the East
School was ashes.

What a school it had been. With two sprawling
tull stories, a partial third story, and a basement,
the East School had been the largest wooden
building in Manchester - and a recognized firetrap,
constructed of pine coated in shellac. School officials, along
with the rest of the horrified nation, were aware that on March 4,
1908, a mainly wooden school in Collinwood, Ohio, had burned
to the ground, killing 172 students and two teachers. In the new
school year that started in September 1908, the Ninth School
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District Committee added auxiliary fire alarms to every floor of the East School and installed iron fire escapes
outside to evacuate those on the upper floors. “Plans for exterior escapes had been made and submitted to
the contractors previous to the Collinwood disaster;” an annual report by the Selectmen and School Visitors
stressed — but those plans were revised and moved forward rapidly after Collinwood. When Miss Bennet
arrived at the East School in September 1909, the iron fire escapes were in use in every fire drill.

They got a lot of use. Mr. Verplanck insisted on frequent drills, and when Miss Bennet became principal,
she obliged. Since the school year was young and students and teachers were in unfamiliar rooms, she staged

drill after drill in the weeks and days before the fire.

On Friday, October 24, 1913, the Manchester Half Weekly Herald devoted three paragraphs to a scoop:
an interview with Miss Bennet while the fire still raged. (The paper misspelled her name, an error common

throughout her career.)

Here is the verbatim text:

Miss Bennett's Great Opportunity

She Rose to the Occasion and then Quietly Disappeared

While the fire was burning, a sad-faced woman stood alone in a private room in the High school building
watching the fire and the crowd from the window. Here a Herald man found her, depressed and silent. She was Miss

Elizabeth M. Bennett, head supervisor in the burned building, whose presence
of mind and prompt action had won the lives of nearly a thousand children
from smoke and fire. Half an hour before she had been sitting quietly in her
office in the burning building. Since then the supreme moments of her life had
been lived. She had led her brood to safety, calmly and surely, and now with
difficulty she controlled her emotions.

At first Miss Bennett declined to talk, but at length she told in a few words .

her simple story. How the boy had run into her office with the news of the fire;
how she had run to the library and confirmed the news; how she had instantly
sounded the general alarm, cutting her hand on the glass front of the box; how
she had remained in the building until the last child was out.

Just then someone burst into the room exclaiming, “Your own home is
on fire!” meaning the Eldridge house where she roomed. Donning her wraps
she hastened away to save her belongings. Fortunately the incipient fire in the
Eldridge house was quickly extinguished and Miss Bennett was not called upon
to undergo another ordeal.

In 1953, Miss Bennet spoke to the Manchester Evening Herald for an
article written by Harold E. Turkington marking the fortieth anniversary
of the fire. She said that a week before the fire she had lectured a boy who
talked during a drill. The boy told her he had said to the fellow in front of
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him that it was only a fire drill, not a real
fire. “My remarks to him were to carry
out every drill as if it were a real fire,
because none of us ever knew when it
would be the real thing,” Miss Bennet
said.

She related the peashooter story
and what happened next.

“After I saw the fire, I
immediately tapped the glass on
the box alarm and put in the
general alarm,” she said. “My
finger was cut slightly by the
glass but not seriously. Why, the
teachers themselves were not
aware that this was the real
thing. One teacher started to
come out of her room, but
I clapped my hands at her
and told her to get out with
the children because this
was a ‘real’ fire drill,” she
recalled.

The article noted that
the fire was discovered
at 2:10 pm. Recess was to
start at 2:15. “Can you imagine what
could have happened if that fire had started five
minutes later?” Miss Bennet said. “Why, the halls would
have been filled with children. I dread to think of what panic could
have resulted.”

Miss Bennet credited her teachers for remaining calm. They were so well drilled
in the routine that they were able to handle the unexpected. One student fainted
and was efficiently carried out. Adults in the third-floor gym had to change the
escape route for children when fire blocked the usual egress. Once outside, teachers
had to restrain some students from rushing back in to rescue their belongings.

A coat, a pen-wipe, an eraser: such items at that moment were everything to the
frantic little ones. And to the not-so-little; forty
years later, Mr. Verplanck still recalled the anger of a
mother who called him after the fire, demanding to
know who would pay for her son’s cap.

Unlike the Collinwood fire in 1908 or the
Hartford Circus Fire in 1944, the fire that felled the
East School was shocking but not a tragedy. Nobody
died. About 900 children attended the school on
an average day, and they all made it home. In an
editorial published the day after the fire, the Hartford
Courant praised the teachers, the fire drills, and
the “ample” exits (by way of the fire escapes) and
concluded: “Taken all in all, it is a cheerful story,
and today there is thanksgiving and gratitude in the
homes of South Manchester in place of inconsolable
grief”

One week after the fire, students were back in class, reassigned to other Ninth
District schools that went on double sessions to accommodate them. In April 1915,
a new school opened on the site at School and Main. It was called Barnard, and it
was built of bricks. Miss Bennet was principal.

In September 1921, when a new school, Nathan Hale, opened in the Ninth
District, Miss Bennet became principal there as well.

\




From the Beginning

Miss Bennet was born in Danbury on January 22, 1881. Her father had
emigrated from Scotland; her mother, Connecticut-born, was most recently
from New York City. Elisabeth was the eldest of four children; the youngest,
Helen, was born prematurely in 1890 and lived just seven days.

After graduation from Danbury High School, Miss Bennet became
a teacher in a one-room schoolhouse in rural Danbury, where she was
responsible for teaching all subjects to children in grades 1 through 8.

She then taught grades 3 and 4 in Danbury City schools. After six years of
hometown teaching, she briefly attended Vassar College, and then enrolled
in the Danbury Normal School. She was graduated in 1909 and began her
auspicious career as a Manchester educator.

The Ninth School District was governed independently of the rest of
Manchester’s schools from 1896 to 1932, when the schools were consolidated.
That independence created an environment that encouraged innovators like
Mr. Verplanck and Miss Bennet to try new approaches. Further, although

€ 1899-1909 Miss Bennet taught in
Danbury in the rural school, teaching all
subjects for grades 1 through 8, and in the
city schools, grades 3 and 4. After six years
of teaching, she attended Vassar College,
and then the State Normal School in
Danbury.

@ 1909 Elisabeth graduated from Danbury
Normal School and came to Manchester as a
teacher to train other educators.

@ 1909-1913 Miss Bennet served as supervisor
of the Ninth District School.

@ 1913 Miss Bennet became principal of the
Ninth District School.

the money to run the district came from the town’s taxpayers, the Cheney
Brothers were generous in their financial support of programs, buildings,
and staff. Indeed, after the East School burned down, the Cheneys paid to
construct the replacement school, Barnard, plus a new recreation building.
For the children and grandchildren of Cheney Mills employees, only the best
would do.

@ October 23, 1913 Miss Bennet was credited
with saving many lives in the worst fire in
Manchester’s history, the Ninth District
School Fire.

@ 1915 Miss Bennet became principal of the
newly built Barnard School (which replaced
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Those employees were mostly immigrants who brought a strong work
ethic to their jobs. Miss Bennet’s parents had modeled that same ethic. Her
father devoted his working life to carpentry and furniture, and her mother
helped to run and then ran a boarding house established by her parents. Miss
Bennet, who had thrived in school, no doubt identified with the children of
the Ninth District and made it her mission to help them thrive, too, not only
in academics but also in arts, crafts, sports, and other pursuits that can bring
joy.

Miss Bennet was the first Manchester educator to show films to students.
Worthwhile educational films were hard to find, but Cheney Brothers
resources eventually came through, providing titles like Steel, Volcanoes, and
Daniel Boone. Children from other schools walked to Nathan Hale for the
monthly showings. A child uninspired by Coast Guards or Christmas Seals
might still enjoy the outing.

Miss Bennet has also been credited with establishing the first school
library in Manchester. The reality appears to be more nuanced. Many
elementary schools had small libraries, but most if not all of the books they
offered were loaned by Manchester’s public library system. Miss Bennet’s
library, which she organized in the basement of Barnard in 1927 for junior
high school students, was a permanent collection that she created, catalogued,
and populated with donated books.

23 pho Yerplanck and Miss Bennet,
who served on the Educational Committee
during Manchester's centennial celebration.

BARNARD SCHOOL
HAS PLAY ROOM.

Jamupary 11, 1916

Sclectmen Pay $14,418 in Bills
—Local Notes,

Eprefal to The Courant.)
MANCHESTER, Taestny, Jan, 11

Jahannn Henntvan of Huckland and
Manuel August of Ssulh Manchester
wors marrio? Saturday, laking o irip
out of town for (ho ceromony nnd not
telling anybady about it, partisularly
tha brlde’s father, but when ha «did
find out, Oh My! Hs waa hot cloar
throngh nnd through. Mra August
was pnther dublous aboutl golng home.
Tekland {4 not  tha meat thickly
populalet plies in Manchorter amd
thern 18 no pollee protection, but they
doclided 1o glve It o (rial. They did,
bt dnsteml of fother walllng with
oprn nrms, ns (hey do in novels, he
srns walling with o club, At lenst Mres
Avgust (6ld Chief Gordon re yeater-
day morning ond then teld others
that 11 wus an ax that he had, Bhe
dust wanted 1o get her clothes, sho
told the chlef ang had no particular
lova for getilng cul or bealen El:r. BO
ghe i net go In.  Hho wanted the
echief ta go ufter hor ¢lothes, but tho
vhief Inld her to resorl to legal pro-
vecillngs to gel them.

Plny Btoom Qpened, )

A play reom for boys In South
sancheslor wos opened in the base-
ment of the Brurnard School Tnst night,
bringing to o head w plan that RMiss |
Flizheth Bennctt, o euporvisor n
thn Minth District, has had l.!nllm'
way for agveral weoks, as lold in ‘The
i ouranl’ mnmllimn l_.fﬂi ‘.‘ﬂlﬁ El.ﬁ: |
nett hns been giving o lot of ntlen 1
tn hoys wha atlend the Ninth District
“ohools und has n great Inlluence over
then. Absut two years ngo who
npened np her own home for the boys
to gather and plny gnmes, In this way
heoplng them off the street and away
from harm. Theo rvnunr:l IIrlL har hu:;ti-:
wrrg not large enouw o CArTy
the work as sho desired nnd others
worn Interested in the project. As'n
result the ploy room was openod lnst
night. Tt Ia equipped with games
that boys ean piny and the hours
Lhat It will be opened ns at present
decided uwpon are from 6:45 to D:456
pach evenlng.  Tenchers in Ltha school
will tnko turna in attending tha boys

witile they ara at piny.

e e T T T

She had some good practices that made a lot of sense to me
even as a young boy. She kept the boys and the girls separate
from one another in the classroom. The girls occupied the
top floor of the school building facing Vine St. and the boys
occupied the ground floor. Many of our (boys’) teachers were
men like Charlie Potter, Mr. Miller and Charles Perry. We also
had boy students that, had the term been used then, would
have been considered Special Ed students, and surprisingly
they were tutored by two rather tough but respected ladies,
Mrs. Bernice Maher and Mrs. Ruth Bonney. On rare occasions
wed join forces with the girls. One case in particular was the
year we performed Gilbert & Sullivan’s, The Mikado.

| have many fond memories of Elisabeth Bennet.

Dick Jenkins, former Barnard student
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@ 1916 Playroom opened for boys to gather

Play Room Opened. and play games under teacher supervision.

@ 1921 Miss Bennet became principal of
A playroom for boys in South Manchester was opened in the Nathan Hale School. princip

basement of the Barnard School last night, bringing to a head a
plan that Miss Elizabeth Bennett, a supervisor in the Ninth District,
has had underway for several weeks, as told in “The Courant” some
time ago. Miss Bennett has been giving a lot of attention to boys

© 1923 Miss Bennet served on the Town'’s
Centennial Committee

@ 1927 Miss Bennet organized the first
school library in the basement

who attend the Ninth District Schools and has a great influence ) i
of the Barnard School with donations
over them. About two years ago she opened up her own home for from her own library, and by soliciting
the boys to gather and play games, in this way keeping them off volumes from her friends. She also
. generously donated her summer vacation
the street and away from harm. The rooms in her home were not . . .
time to the cataloguing of this new
large enough to carry out the work as she desired and others were project. The library was refurbished and

interested in the project. As a result the play room was opened named The Elisabeth M. Bennet Library in

1952.
last night. It is equipped with games that boys can play, and the
hours that it will be opened as at present decided upon are from @ 1937 Elisabeth earned a bachelor of
6:45 to 9:45 each evening. Teachers in the school will take turns in Scc"ﬁ”ce degree at New Britain Teacher’s
ollege.

attending the boys while they are at play.
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Other things Miss Bennet loved also made their way into her
students’ orbit. Nathan Hale had no piano; she raised money to buy
a Steinway grand. She gave flowers from her garden to her teachers
to brighten their classrooms. She loved to feed people. Barnard was
built without a cafeteria, as students were expected to walk home
for lunch. Miss Bennet sympathized with the children who couldn’t
go home and had to bring a cold lunch in a sack. On chilly days, she
would treat them to milk and hot cocoa. Another kindness: When a
child became ill at school, she would drive him or her home.

She was described as tall and stern-faced, striking fear into many
students and many a new teacher. She belied her appearance with
kindness and support. “She won and held the respect, confidence
and affection of all her teachers,” wrote Dr. William E. Buckley (for
whom Buckley school is named) in A New England Pattern, a history
of Manchester published in 1973, Manchester’s Sesquicentennial year.
She also had the unwavering regard of Mr. Verplanck and, later, of
Arthur H. Illing, who became superintendent when Mr. Verplanck
retired.

For many years this bench sat outside the office of Principal Elisabeth M.
Bennet. The bench was made in 1915 by the Heywood Wakefield Co. of
Boston and was among the school furniture that was supplied for the
Barnard School Building, built in 1915 as part of Education Square.

The bench is part of the Manchester Historical Society’s permanent
collection.

“Amazing is the only word lor this

B o mSONSi

“l remember her from when |
attended Highland Park School.
She was a very nice lady. We knew
she was coming when we saw her

faded green 1947 Hudson.”
- George Beauregard

Elisabeth Bennet believed that
children needed recreational
activities to flourish. So she was
gratified to serve sixteen years
on the Ninth District Recreation
Committee. The committee
benefited adults, too. Notably,
it oversaw the Recreation
Center’s creation and conduct
of the Thanksgiving Day cross-
country run. In her last year on
the committee, 1931-32, a local
boy, and impressive athlete, Joe
McCluskey, won for the second
time.
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A Born Leader

Manchester and the State of Connecticut gave Miss Bennet
many opportunities to lead. During World War I, the War Bureau
seated her on the committee overseeing war-related school
projects. Students sold War Savings Stamps and formed a Junior
Red Cross and a Junior Food Army. In 1923, as the town prepared
to mark its Centennial, Miss Bennet served on the Educational
Committee for the celebration. The only other members were
Manchester’s superintendents — Mr. Verplanck and Alfred F.
Howes.

Given her interest in recreation, Miss Bennet was the perfect
fit to serve 16 years on the Ninth District Recreation Committee.
The committee oversaw the creation of the Recreation Center
and the conduct of the Thanksgiving Day cross-country run.

In Miss Bennet’s last year on the committee, 1931-32, a former
Barnard student, Joe McCluskey, won the road race for the second
time. Miss Bennet also served for many years on the executive
committee of the Manchester chapter of the American Red Cross.

Miss Bennet advised her teachers to keep on learning, and
she set a grand example. In the summer of 1931, she began
simultaneous undergraduate and graduate-level studies in
education. Over the next nine summers, she took extension
courses from New York University, Harvard, and Trinity, and she
studied on campus at Hyannis State Teachers College while living
in a summer cottage on Cape Cod. In 1937, she was awarded a
bachelor’s degree in education from the New Britain Teachers
College, and in August 1940 she earned a Master of Education
from Hyannis. She was 59 years old.

© 1940 Miss Bennet earned her master’s

degree from Massachusetts State Teacher’s

College.

@ 1951 Elisabeth retired at the age of 70
after 42 years of service.

@ 1952 The Barnard School library was

refurbished and renamed The Elisabeth M.

Bennet Library.

@ September 1, 1959 Elisabeth M. Bennet

died at the age of 78.

@ 1959 Barnard Junior High School was

renamed Bennet Junior High School and

today is known as Bennet Academy.

@ September 14,2023 Statue of

Elisabeth M. Bennet was dedicated on the

lawn of Bennet Academy and given
to the Town of Manchester by
The Sculpture Committee
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a0 1332—THE PRICE & LEE CO.'H

Supt.—Fred A, Verplanek, office 1146 Main, 8.0

High Sehoal Committee—Chairman, Howell Cheney;
William Buckley, Rev, Watson Woodroff, Mrs, Lil-
lian Bowers, Mrs. Sarah Healy.

Supt. of High Behool—Fred A. Verplanck.

Schools, Loeation and Prineipals.
High Behool—1146 Main, 8.M. Clarence P. Quimby.
Barnsrd Sehool—10 Vine, 3 M. Elizabeth M. Bennet.
Franklin School—1151 Main, M. Arthur E. Illing.
Nathan Hale School—160 Spruee, M. Huldah A. But-

ler.
Lineoln School—Main, 5.M. Ruth 8. Crampton.
Bunce School—0Oleott, .M. Ruth 8. Crampton.
Washington Sehool—54 Cedar, .M. Leonora 8. Hanna
Speeinl Teachers—Helen M. Smith, E. Marion Dorward
Charlotte G, Gillette, Henry H. Miller, Blanche Fe
der, Wilfred J. Clarke, Hazel Lutz, Mary Bowen,
Supervisor of Kindergartens—Ells L. Washbuarn.
Nurse—Sophia J. Ferderber.
Dental Hygienist—Hazel E. Gess,

Distriets 1.8,

Board of School Visitors—Edward J. Murphy, Chair.
man; Sec., Rossell Hathaway; Elmore Watkins,
J-n:;a M. Burke, Mrs. Andrew Healey, Harold Al
vord.

Distriet (fficers—Dist. 1, Oakland Sehool, Sherwood G
Bowers ; Dist. 2, Manchester (reen Sehool, Raymond
W. Goalee; Dist, %, Porter Bt. Behool, George H.
Wileox ; Dist. 4, South Sehool, J. R. Foster: Dist.
b, Keeney Bt SBehool, Bdward H. KEeeney; Dist. T,
Buckland School, Andrew J. Healy ; Dist. 8, Eighth
Sehool and Ttilities Distriet, Alvin L. Brown.

Bapt. of Bchools—Alfred F. Howes, office, N School, M.

Behools, Lacation and Prineipals,

Buckland School—1075 Tolland tpk n Buckland B, Mrs.
Marion Pieree.

Keeney Bt. SBechool—321 Keeney, 8.M. Mrs. Anna Rei-
deman.

South Sehool—8, Main, M. Bessie E. Howe,

Highland Park School—397 Porter, 8.M. Edith Pear-
son.

Mancheater Green School—549 Middle tpk E. M.G.
Mable A. Lamphear,

Oakland School—Deming e MeNall, M. Dorothy Arm-
strong.




In 1945, the Manchester School Board gave Miss Bennet supervisory
responsibilities for two more elementary schools: Highland Park and
South. Other principals also saw their portfolios doubled. It is unclear
what extra work this level of oversight entailed, but a big salary hike did

1= 1936—THE PRICE & LEE (0.8
Supt. of Schools—2, H, Alling, offiee 1146 Main,
Sehools, Loeation and Prinei

not follow.

In 1951, at the age of 70, Miss Bennet retired. She had shepherded

the children of Manchester through the fire, the Spanish flu (schools e

closed for 10 days at its deadly height), World War I, the Jazz Age,
the Depression, World War II, and the start of the Korean War. But

televisions were still rare in American homes.

Miss Bennet had known sorrow, of course. Her father, Archibald, Kea
died in 1917. Her mother, Frances “Fannie,” died in 1919. For many
years, she and her sister Sara, four years younger, lived together on
Brookfield Street in Manchester. Sara died in 1943 of a heart attack at
age 58. After her sister’s death, Miss Bennet moved to Benton Street.

In the seventh year of her retirement, Miss Bennet was diagnosed
with breast cancer. Despite aggressive treatment, the cancer spread to a
lung. She died at Manchester Memorial Hospital on September 1, 1959,
at the age of 78. The pastor of the Community Baptist Church officiated
at her service at the Watkins-West Funeral Home on East Center

Pieree.

Rahertson Sehool

Street. She was buried in the Bennet family plot in Wooster Cemetery in Danbury. Her

surviving sibling, Robert, died and was interred there in 1967.

Theling wend o Darmisd, ow Bennet,
i Ednentbon Sspanre, fer Tih and Bth grade
b was siill the South Behool ibisiriet, and
waan't comsaliilaied wnidl 1803, The boys
anid pirks were segroguted —the buys an the
Rt Anor, and te girls

LR was i very elase knlt group. They
were #ither the last claes o gradusis fram
SBouth Marchester High, or the first cless ta
graduate from Manchestar High. Afier
gradusition, Thelma d 1w oo b0 onlhegs,
but (1 was Anancially

on the second floor
That was probably a
modern Lhing. Miss
Bannwt was Lhe prine-
pal and 'a simong sdu-
eator—vary forceful
but very kind—and
she made a point of
knuwing mast of har
pupils by name. Sha
was alvo prineipal of
Mathan Hale Schaul,
although ihere was a
tenching - prinsipal
there  also, Hulds
Butler. At Burnard,
theere ware three differ-
el bemcherd for elass-
ws, Margaret Cadman

impossibie, Althsugh
the family never
soemed to bo deprived,
they wore ol i n posl-
Hon o pay for collage
eaxpansas. She chose
the Willimantic
Murmul School. She
wurked sne suininer st
the spinning mill st
Chaney Bros. Then, the
next yuur, she worked
in [he chemintry lab st
Cheney Heas. all yoar
and the foflowing susn-
mar. Willimantic was &
twoyear schoal, and
Thelma asid thay
packad mars intn thess

Brown taught Civies.
Arother Lemcher wan

Thalma Carr, o Teacher’s Teacher

Elizabeth Tyman, wha
wventuslly married Ed Bailey (Principal of
Manchester High Schooll. Elisobeth Chark,
fFrom Wt Hartford, teught Englah (i was
called Language thend and was Thelma's
home room tescher. For math, they had

Crutaide nctivitiag included plays. In
LS, the tewn hed the Cenlanninl Parsde
nnd the jgicle from Barmard dressed in ned
and white striped skirts and hlue blouses
with white stars. Pupils wenl hame for
lunch wi Barnard. Thers was nn phywkeal
elduration st jundor high, but the “ree” wan
there snd thay had swimming in high

I [T rom ard &
wuid | high schon] perves the mumd. They
offered secretarial, commercial, and enliege
ceurses. Thalma took the molflege cogren T
four years. She had Algebra with Pete
Wigren, English with Helen Newt, and
Latin with Flarenos

Thelma sabd she had a nice fwmily lifi
and muds many good friends in ber oegh-
barheod mnd in high schod, Her cluss of

twn years than they
did when they had a
thiea year course for &
certificnte, arad laior, o fur pear course o
a Bachelor's dogres. There were four
MNurmal Sechasls in  Connecticul—
Willimantie, New Britain, Danbury and
New Haven—and all besame Cannbetivm
Btate Collegrs. Willimantie was nearest i
Thelma's bome. They had one classrosm
building, and e dorm fier appercinmmen
Freshmen lived i houses near the cnmpus.
Upper clasemen sssumed dutios in the
darm: Thelma supervised on the floor whers
s lived snd halped in the dining roem.
They all epjoyed school and made good
friends. It was o big contrast 1o high scheel.
They cama home svary weskand—sama-
nimes by bun aned aometimes with frenda,

Waiting to Teach

Thelma gradusted fram Willlmantie
Narmal Rchool in 15E2—the middle of the
Deprosslan—schen joks were hard to cme
biy. Mr. Verplanch wus Superintendent of
wchoals in Manchester. She applied in
Manchester far a joh. She had chasen teack.
imy because she always likied sehosl—and
sk merver had a desire nol W go o school

E
i

anlary scheiluls was sel up with 13 seps
urtil yma reached the muvinum, Thelms
taught for 30 years in Manchesier. She saye
sha desant remember any disciplins pesb-
It Shha was & “sirdet disciplinarian,” and
tha first throe days =l schonl sere always &
rervem porind — bidterfiles pvery pear—int
wrillind down sfier thros days sid eslabs
Fontod o ragpart srd mades they were sapes-
ol L sl By,

Whitt Thelmas began jsorhing, ahs
walked W shoul from Fister Slovet. When
a vaisncy ramne up i Hullister Street
Seteped, Mr. Bouthey saked Thelma of she
wedld bl 1a go there, wnd she was hagpy
fer the change. [t wns & neighberhood
whilitren lrvmdl in

or walked home fir lunch, Thers wes o
calwliria,
Hans Jenmn iaught Homs Eeosomies

High School—1146 Main., Edson M. Mailey,

Barnanl Bchool—10 Viee, Elizabeth M. Benmet.
Franklin School—1151 Main, Chester L. Hobinsan,
Xathan Hale Sehool—160 Spruee. Elizabeth M. Den-

Limeoln Sehosl-—Main, Rath % Crampton,

Punee School—(Meatt. Delight Martin.

Washington Seheol—5% Cedar, (live M. ¥yman
liuekland Sehool—1073 Tolland tpk. Mrs. Marion

ney 8t Achool—321 Keeney, Mrs Anna Reideman.
Sonth Behool—8. Main. Ella 1. Washbarn,

Highland Park Sehool 97 Porter. Fdith Pearson.
Manchester Gireen School—3549 Middls tpk E. M.
Esther M. (iranstrom,

N, School. Thomas lentley.

Hollister Behoal—57 Hollister. Thomas Bentley,
Special Teachers—elen M. Smith, Charlotte G, Gil-
lette, Henry . Miller, Bertha Kalberg, Wilfred J.
Clarke, Hazel Lotz, Mary Bowen, Hannah Jensen.
Nurse—Hannah J. Quinn.

three days in wdvinos in oo it wes nems
pary o have u substitute. Thelma didat
Mo 1o Lake & day off borauss |t was hander
e propare for o substitute then to tesch.
Bhe wiways enjuyed teschiog. Teschers
divided dutiss in the hinch reom and an b

all six grodoa She supected taschers fa
teasrh from baer lrson plans. Cce & mosth,
teachurn med with her ot Linewln Schwol
where she hai her Art roum. She would
always halp you carry wut any idass yon
night want Lo e

The doors 1 Thelma's roem wers alwiys
wpen. and the culd see people coming and
oy, mnad s wenlramed Uham b b s,

iU's my favorite enler.™ Mo, [ing
thought you would like it—| choss |£*
Thelma said it wis ey than snysoe oold
wxpert from a wuperintendem.




Miss Bennet’s will included bequests to family
members and friends who had predeceased her.
The bulk of her estate, estimated at more than
$100,000, was therefore to go to Manchester’s
YWCA. But it no longer existed, and the money
ended up with the Manchester Unit of the
YMCA in Hartford.

In December 1961, the Board of Education
voted to rename Barnard Junior High School
to honor Miss Bennet. In reporting the news,
the Hartford Courant described Miss Bennet
simply as “another long-time teacher in the town
system.”

She might have liked that.

)pen Forum

Her Teachers, Ton
To the Editor, -

I would like to pay just a xmall
tribute to Misa Elisabsth Bennat
Not only did ahe do a great deal
for the children In Manchesler.
it for her chern whno lToved
and respected her asn well,

It wan shs who with her fore-
night urged teachers who had
qualified as teachers in two vear
normal schools to further thelr
ediication and earn & college de-

This they did in wpile of the
act that many were teaching,
keeplng & home and a fam-
lly, Beveral times she sudited
courses she did not need. just to

| fill the quota required a col-
lege to bring & course to: "

|  Ahe was alwaym very connaider-
ate of her teachers’ welfare and
health. Never, once, did sha call
| faculty meeting unlean she had

| something Important to discuss
Long ago when few peopls  had
voltages al the beach, Mim Ben-

net mlways permitied her teach-
#rs Lo usa the facilities of her
Irntlue At Cape Cod for long
| weekends without even belng
present herself, .
Misn Bennel loved flowera and
|rn}u:.rel1 sharing them,  Several
times n week she would bring
market basketa filled with ponlea
| and distribute them to the teach-
| #rs to ba enjoyed by them and
their pupils. At Christmas time
|hnliy sent tn her by jher brother,
| “Bob,"” was giveén to all her teach-
ers.
" All wha had thes privilage of
teaching with Mins Bennel will
alwnyn. cherish her memory

' .

. Manchester Children Enjoying \’amti&ﬁf Coveatry Lake.

T

ithe fnnonncement. The clloct of
this announcement is far raachine,
fer more than Lthe average person
realizns,

Soma YyoRrs AEO o ETOuUn llf ezl § gra [.:irlu wiin wers l:ur;:h: o cook | |
people recognized the foet that anl jn (o Little white houss just im |
Open AlrScheol was necdéd Ladly | frant of tho Open Alr school. right |

in Mnbchestar. Sthtisties gleaned

from the rather meagre school re=| thelr efforiz towards: cooking one

mori showed that many children ate
tending 1ha pulblic schools of Mun-
chester were  backward o thels
studles, It was realized ot the
start that meny canscs led o this
elate of nfaira and that the wut-
mo=t juldement would hoave to be

used in on cfort 10 induce parents | showed the)
to send thelr children to an Open | (he alimos

Alr schoul.
dilea Meects Approval,

Juzsl & smull announg
the Herald o the offect

nent In

at the High gchool hall on a certaln
date, Not on inkling of the Lrne
purpose was allowed o leak out
through the papers.

e e e

at thes2 | publle =pirited people behind the |
interezting In forming an educa- | educatlonal club did not allow thelr
«tlonal elub would hold o meoting ) Witle chargea (o got back Into old

In fnct any-* summer were ireated to a ten days’

|
———— ‘—"l

Combine Focilitles,

It was apparent from the statt|
to those behind the movement that
It wns n  ooeceas, Tha Elghth

hidide the Texchers' hall, directed ||

snhatantisl wenl o day for the chil- .:

dren. The effects of this step wern |
notleealile lr:1|.-|tnll|nl.|."!}', J\!N_ithl;"'l' | {
thing thnt the school authoritiea no- |
tired was Lhe attitude that the pa- |
rents took towards the idea. An!
unofficial ranvesas of the distriet
the marement met with | ¢
universal approval of
the paronis,
Enjuy Coventry Trip.
After the school term ended the

woys ngaln. I!olw-:!o'n_ forty and |*
fifty of the most aggravatod chsce
wertw rarcfully selected and” Insthe

Children Who Show Practical Results of Efforts of
- Educational Club.

thing Uke publicity was shuned by
those behind the movement.  DBut
the meeting was held just the samo
anid the policles of the organization
ontlined. 1t moet with instant ap-
praval by those present.

Tho first steps were to rolse
money and this was done mbstly
through private  subscriptions.
Money was not so casily obtalned
back In 1913, before the war, as
drivea and things llke that wero
unheard of.
club was carrled oo just the samp
sod many children had hot cocoa
and milk. The idea spread. Un-
fortunately a state law forblds
schobl authorities spending money
for any such purpose. In facf. it

* in belleved that the same law exista
today.
First Open Alr Behoal.

Shortly before the disastrous firn
that troyed the ' Ninth school
jbullding in 1813, & small room was

, Bt malde for children who wers suf-
Il' fering from malputrition n ag ad-

But the work of ths,

|
|I

vacation at the Community Camp in]
Coventry. This year the camp was
ander the personal supervislon of
Misa Ellizabeth Bennoet, principal of
the Nathan Hale school on Spruce
slrect.

Upwards of 120 children were
teken care of atthe camp. ‘Those
who were®able to pay did so and
those who did not have the where-
withal were made egunlly welcome.
There Is no class distinction at the
eamp, and never will be. Every
child Is treated the same. Balllog
up exercises, bathing, games ang
bhoating helped to make the trip to
Covenlry a successful ome f{rom
every angle. -

Funds Needed to Carry On.

hn“n‘lrt 'lll%lv money to on
thir'work. Whila (h

clab will not sthnd ;J‘ﬁ;ﬂﬂ
llelty, it is thought that it fs about
time the general public have an In-
sight into the splendld work this or-
ganization carrles on  year after
yoar, sometimes digging down lnto

¢
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Teachers Callege of Connecticut
e =l BOLTON
OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT |
Nume Baucet Zilnuush B Dute Septesber 11, 1335 good time this with u;.:
Address 56 Brockfisld tmnchoster Commantiout Dl of Birth, ald of the State lll..l‘lrwl depart-
e Clin e ment and Lhe town plow, achool
Dt of Entramce. Dte of Graduntion Dgree Ta8ds Jue 17, 1087 bus was barely 156 minutes late,
1 - Past Master Irving Wickham of
Number af Years Attended Curtealum  Intersedinte {4-0) mcu:f.rha;"oma‘.ul Install the
nfrunce Credentiabs from ) : o ) officers n  Grange, Friday
thigh Schowd iy Soune tiraduieed m in the basement of Lthe
M Tod mermies u v
| e Diestliaive Ticke [Hiowrs | Gaste | Thewn | Destd A number of Bolton people h
T - 1507=00 o be able to attend the W. C. T. U,
- T Hours| per Fimal Institule at Munchestor tomorrow
| Aritisarsa ey L g Pragg ns at the ¥.M. C. A. bullding oo
| nitssnndnip - ‘ | o North Main street. The morning
Bivesticea]l Peyehology 1o 3 ik nesalo 0 &
?;u-h e 1w X 3 - = es h; uiml ﬁ mﬂlru‘“:‘:? '::“hm
sogrupt
Jt.:u-f;fn; @ W 1 1 funjhod m:llllllﬂl in the order. Baaket
iwtory, Usls aw 4 08 will bs taken and coffes
| Eunis W ol Fesped served. The afterncon sesslon will
Fryelsanl [duottlon w14 z L Maapes be reaumed at 2 GQM. at which
Proraios =& 4 o5 time be
Rosding ncd Litarmture 40 1o | 3 & Ll addresses will Kiven by
Gslenzs 0 ] Fajed Principal Elizabeth Bennet of the
Tralnlng (Cesprvntion msd Trapiise] 0 Full thos 45 Nathan Hale and Barnard achools,
"ﬂi}“l;:"‘: 1;3 g‘ | :‘fi Chief 8. G. Gordon and Rev, B. C.
Che=lytry 10 i BB Prettyman of New Haven.
Powionl deeg 10 ] Bh
Foelolegy | 10 4 | i
Dneenrd Fosted Brt. 1043-34 Art aml Lifa | m
Corm, O%ats B, of  Iwchaiyees of Deldense in the ] f Tracdl M \
Eivestiin: fxt] 1990 Eoatesgorary Soeisl aod Folitis it R e Tk "‘p"“‘&'_"?a‘“-:,)
. " | 1638 Arltimetls & the Modern Bohool . .
'Irmty = 1136 Isdivides] h;&nlng | ‘ Btats Collegs Eymnuls
Hpannle S Itt:h:ﬁ 1-23'-" Nodarn "."-nhnn-ul_'.:- =
¥ " b4 i m::,_'yhr Edieut lon Poinis Hegk
- - L 1658 Fomdstless of Boolal ]
L " - . Etlatory of United Btats 1232 asodern Tendsooles in Bd, 1 =
h " - 163 Hesding Charmatsr sduoation z i
- - " [ Payebolozy Ethism 1 B
" '+ '] i Inprove=emt of Tsszhing o i -
- L ] 1538 Adennesd Dfussilisem] Py 13z ::;‘Giﬁﬂﬂll Fayelology F "
. . o S Art dpproenlstics Izproversnt in Clansross Tesshing B A
e " . L.} Edusstiems]l Testz and 4
" w " 1834 The Temcher and the G 1924 tha Tescher and the maw Urder a ¥ ol
- " . . EE:::I 7 l“i“ﬁ Adclsszent Feyenclogy " 4
19285 Mdvenesdl sdupatiomsl Feyenolingy ] &
Art appresistiom 2 A
Edugntionsl Tenils apd messuremsnls 2 n
El points
18 1801—THE PRICE & LEE COUR
Behools, Location and Haw fork University
High Behool—1146 Main. Edson M. Railey. -
Harnard m:d—lusﬂg;.h_mu-huh { Iten 1981=31 Prinoiples ar lamini Hygiens = .
Franklin Sehool—1151 Ma Chester 1. Robinson. "
Nathan Hale Schosl—160 Elizabeth M. Bennet. 1588-23 Dosial Snexgrouad of the 3 o
Lineoln Behool—Main. Ruth 8. Cram
Buanees Behool—205 (Meatt. Delight Martin. 1932-84 pFhilsenpny of Stusaiics b
Washington School—94 Cedar. Catherine Shea.
Buckland Sehool—1075 Tolland tpk. Mrs Marion Pieres 1934-38 theory and FPragtire of urenilve i 3
Keeney St. School—321 K . Mra. Anna Reideman. Eueatiom
Highland Park School--397 Porter. Carvie Seymoar. 1935-36 types of Litersture I L
Hlnm'ﬂm School—548  Middle tpkE MG, 14 paints
Robertson Sehool—53 N. Sehool. Thomas Bentley. (Wew merking syeten - July 19°0 . p
Hallister School—57 Hollister. Thomas Bentley. F » pampcd anly mare uasd)
Special Teachers—Helen M. SBmith, Charlatte Q. Gil-
ﬁﬂ?@"ﬂ:'ﬂ.ﬁ'ﬂﬂf%mﬁ Eurvari-zoston imiversity =Zxtemsiom
ner, (1. Albert Pearson, llis B. Whittaker. 5 £ fn) ~
% Hamnah J. Qut L Rl 1934 .ri und Life
Dental Hygienist—Faze] Gess, -_— J %~ homsr
¥ ! » FRTIr S s X
HT.&TE“TR.N.DI?‘GMUL oA A ad fapy 2 s Sodio )
Dbireetor—J. . Lt AT 47 Colicy
Seeretary—Doris V. MeCallum. o J - - ——
Teachers—Panl J. Volquardsen, Alexander T. MeBride, A Ll &
Harry 8. Kitehing, William J. Hanna, Howard W. e
Fisher, William M. Roseoe, George H. Burkhardt, i =
Walter E. Schober, Frank J. Crowley. Robert L . 7, F- 79t ¢ Bliag — S ':';-"




MANCHESTER DIRECTORY 1846 2

SCHOOL DEFARTMENT
Board of Edueatjon—Charles 5 House, Chairmang
Carl W. Noren, Benrelary:; A. Lawrenee Hiker,
George W. Cheney, Willinm P, Ferguson, Willinm
E. Buckley, Frederick Rogers, Mra Robert H.
Bmith, Mrs. E. Man Holden.
Supt. of Schools—A. H. Iliog, offlee, 1146 Muin.

Sehools, Looations and Prineipels
High Sehosl—1146 Makn. Edson M. Bailay,
Barnard School—10 Vine, Elizabeth M. Bennot.
Franklin Behool—1151 Mpin. Chester L. Rabinson,
Nathan Hale School—160 Spruce, Elizaboth M. Benmet,
Linoalin Schotl-—Main. Esther Granstrom,
Bunee Behool—200 Olott. Delight Lard,
Washington School—894 Cedar. Catherine Shea.
Boeklnnd School—1075 Tolland tpk. Miss Ethel Bobh,
Keeney St Behool—321 Keeney, Mre Frances Miller.
Houth Belwwal—3. Maine M Aonn MeCann,
Highland Park School—307 Porter. Carrle Seymour.
Manchester Green School—540 Mildle tpk. 15, MG
Esther M. Granstrom.
Robartson Sehool—83 N, Sehool. Thomas Bentley.
Haollister School—57 Hollister, Thomas Beatley.
Specinl Tenchers—Helen M. Smith, Charlotie G. Gil-
letts, Henry H. Millor, Doris Cole, Wilfred J.
Ulnrke, Hazel Lutz, Hannah Jensen, Barbar Dit-
mirs, (. Albert Pearson, Martha J, White,
Nurses—Mrs, Ceeilin M. Wandt, Mary Hilditch,
Deninl Hygieniut—Hozel (e

In the summer of 1931, Elisabeth Bennet began
taking graduate-level classes in education. For the
next nine summers, she studied. Her courses were
for undergraduate and graduate degrees. She was
well-prepared for the leadership responsibilities
that lay ahead.

HYANNIS BTATE THACHIAD COLLEGE GHADUATE WORK
Application for Ad=iomion

Candidate for the Dsgres of Master in Education

\his applicutisn should be retfurned te the Presaident, Horbert H. Howpa,
‘Stpie Teachers College, Hysnnis, Masmaphupetts. Hot later than the
tize when this :.mll.uhun ie mailed, thé applicant should recusst the
offices of the oolleges and undversiiies which he has attended to send
complate officiel transcript of his undergradiate record, and graduats
‘records Af any, to the Preaddent of this College.

1. Full name s, a7
[ploase print) Mlea Tt name 4 nane st name

1, Address te which reply should be pent: ol =
Stree ity tate

3, Pormanont addronsfg ﬂmﬂi&.’ oy ﬂh,d“-fg:. 'f‘;".

&, Dute of birthiske. i nuu'_;??“"..ff,t (i
P 7
B.. Proposcd major. subject. for further studiea® Jkﬁé ducia [ JSHualin :

d. What has been your major subjoct in provious IEWTM#“:
 Undergradunte .‘,:"J,EEEF ﬁrlﬂuntiwn{ﬂ

g tha sxtent of your previous atidy:

Date of

Degres or  Yoar
tiumdang DMploes  Hooe

of Institution Locntion

| PFrofonsional dehools

4ﬁ -‘ﬂrmqf

19_@-1931_% it

s 3
,—’_j . / 19 -:9_,1”’&;54 1§37
—4‘" £ as tuoschars
tﬁ" Z/ 'I.lt.ut.].uri Date . Eﬂmt:ﬁﬁnrf}

pd= Loty ceds PP Oy = Teade 3-8
ot/ mlm..ﬁgumur_jnhgwﬁ
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Bernice (Maher) Strant mentions Miss Bennet in a 2006 interview
with Susan Barlow --
http://www.manchesterhistory.org/reprints/MH55_BerniceStrant.ntml

She says, “at Barnard, | taught eighth-grade boys. The boys and the girls
were separated. Many people opposed separating the boys and girls. It was
Miss Bennet’s idea, and | thought it was logical and correct. She said that
boys and girls at that age were better separated. They were just beginning to
realize about each other. She said, “What do the wealthy people do with their
children? They send them to girls schools and boys schools at this age, and
they meet up again afterwards.

“Many years later | became friends with Miss Bennet. She had a lovely cottage
at the Cape, right down near the water. | used to go up there, summers. She
was very good to me. She was good to everybody. You were scared to death of
her. But then you'd find out how good she could be.”

¢
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MANCHESTER DIRECTORY—1950 21

The fire whistle is located at the Orford Soap Co. Fae-
tory. Hilliard.

The long blasts indicate the first part of the number.
The toots indicate the lnst part of the number.

Emergency call 5432,

Each number will be repeated three times.

A general alarm will be five long blasts.

A recall will be two long blasts.

Hehool Signal—Nine long blasts at 7:30 a. m. or 12:30
noon mesns no school for that session,

Military Call—12 long blnsts,

When you have located a fire make sure whether the
apparatus is necessary. Then go to the nearest tele-
pEnne and they will send in the alarm, Then go to
the corner indicated, wait for the flremen and di-
reet them to the fire.

SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

Board of Edusation—Charles 5. House, Chairman;
Carl B Hultine, Seeretary; George W. Cheney,
William E Buekley, Janet 8 Smith, Sherwoad J.
Robb, Hareld W, Garrity,

Bupt. of Jchools—A. H. llling, office, 1146 Main.

Schools, Locationa and Principals

High School—1146 Main, Edson M. Bailey.

Barnurd Sehoo—10 Vine. Elizabeth M. Bennet.

Franklin School—1151 M. ir 7 ster L. Robinson,

Nathan Hale School—160 &2ras. Elimbeth M. Bennet.

Lineoln School—494 Main. Ethel M. Robb.

Washington Sehool—04 Cedar.

Huekland Schoal—1075 Tolland tpk. Thomas Bentley.

Keeney 5t School—321 Keeney, Mrs. Franses Miller.

South Bchool—245 8. Main, Mra. Brulah Johneon,

Highland Park School—397 Porter, Carrie Soymour.

Manchester Gresn School—549 Middle tpk. E. MG.
Esther M. Granstrom,

Bowers School—135 Princeton. Esther Granstrom,

Verplanck School—eott, Catherine Shea,

Rebertson School—53 N, School. Thomas Bentley.

Hollister Sehool—57 Hollister. Thomas Bentley.

Silver Lane School—323 A dr. Mrs. Marion Lyneh.

Special Teachers—Charlotte . Gillette, Henry H. Mil-
ler, Hazel Lute, Hannah Jensen, (. Albert Pearson,
Martha J. White, Robert Johns, Ida P. Mindel,
Harry 8. Novack, Neil A, Lawrence, Julin A.
Lynch, Genevieve Seannell, Warren Wood.

Nurses—Mrs, Cocilia M. Wandt, Mrs. Mae Morton, Mrs,
Anna Clay.

Dental Hygienists—Hazel Hovey, Carol Ann Wall,

HOWELL CHENEY TECHNICAL SCHOOL
39 Behool Street
Direetor—Harry Ful
Secretary—Donis M. Binnamon.
Office Secretarr—Marion Warren.

1945-04-24-Rearrangement of school system positions dug 1o Ruth Crampton quit, Note new
es for Elisabeth Bennet long an uncenainty in our

be made in the
ols ut the opens
L]

i

s ool it the morn-
pos n nn asgistant to
Crampton, lﬁt the Linepln
in : IO, I8 now
rative apslatint ot |
school. . . -

i

i
BEEIEE

3

“principal at the |
has taught grade |

olice Chief Gordon, Princi-
“pal Bennet and Rev. Pret-
 tyman to Speak.

- o
The Manchester branch of the
oman’s  Christian  Temperance

will hold an Institute tomor
in the Y. M. C, A, slarting at
180 n. m. l_g: ;t.uu Bm:ih"
m votions
z Rev. Dr. F. E. Reynolds of
Congregational church

4

for the atate will
be made by Mrs, Louls Bt Clair
Burr of chestor, of
the state organization. Other speak-
ers will be Mro llxr’y Wella, for-
mer state presideat; Mra. Henrietin
Kaufmann and Mrs, Norma Burgess
all of Hartford
A survey of the effects of the re.
al will he =sported by members of
he local hranch, M.as Flia Staniey
will offer prayer., Bawket lunches
will be served st noon with coffee
Al 2 weluck the worahbip service
will be-in charge of Dr. Earl Story
of the Sauth Alethodist  church
Chief Samuel G Gordon will speak
on “What Reperal har Meanl Lo
Manchester Princlipal  Ellzabeth
Benne! will speak on the subject of
“What Fdurafion tan Do and
Rev ¥ O [P'rettvman of New Ha-
ven will use ux  his Topie, “Whnat
Repeal Has Meant to Connecticut”
An invilation has been extonded
to churchea in Lhis and the wsur-
rounding towns *n attend the insti.
Lule

th
the case n_year agn. In
& High school there ™ are new

1,381 enrolied,

jes of about 325,000 and with

$525,000 for
Hext Year.
$403.500,

_ Adds To Costs
The new teachers to be engaged
formext yeat will add to the cost
of the teachers’ salary. and with
thi ﬁu\nl increane  granted’ to
hers for Lhs coming  ¥eaf, jt

2
w«:n Incrense in teachers’
&
othe

diturea” _such aa. in-
ereasos o janitors, heat and other
details wilh bring the cost te aboul (|
wehonls in Manchester
L

H

e elementary schools

yenr the cost was

- A W

L 4




i
. - | thas
oy Actgy, Pty g, Py, e ol g
Ber, [oonplieg O iy Pt o ipy | ol The g
160 e Wrtine. 2 L xe ®0mp | vea 000

Sy

Smoke and flames shoot trmn the windows at the front of the school,

Some Still Remember  Herald October 23, 1963

School Fire 50 Years Ago i

At Bennet Junior High Bchool down on Bd-  into a holocaust which threatened the entire ||
wontional  Square, life today went on as usual, business district along Main St. before |t was

~ which wm mmh Teacher and Bennet Middle
50 years later, the termtt  OCNOOI principal Marsha

i
|
§ 1
;
|
-
:

the District “Bast” School, which stood many; and firemen and Manchester dr Gunther (1940-2015)

“m"' ""mm e, Miiembeth M. a‘&"#“ ‘a';.;‘.‘:.an...d m&"«ﬁ recalled Miss Bennet as

not School, exploded uwm history of the town. o

An hour and & half later, the huge wooden and Fred A. Verplanck, superintender
mw-'s—nwm-m district—both of whom played key rol ith high standards fi

tnd carried with it to the public story—are dead now, ss are many oth Wi Igh standaras ror
Sbrary and a dwelling on Wells St.; and the and forgotten figures. But the story

Rogers bustness biock, the South Manchester vived, intact, despite the loss of The  teachers, staff, and students.
mwn-.n_.:. é-ﬁ“ Mnﬁnhmmw M h id that. alth h
hwthﬂ-ﬂ“*hﬂ!.h . (o0 Page Fen) arsha sal al, althoug

Miss Bennet could be
intimidating, she cared
deeply for the whole school
community.
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Reflections

Hal Turkington
Managing Editor

J

Two Manchester schools now carry
the names of |wo master leachers
who gave long years of service Lo
them.

On Dec. 13, 1961, the Board of
Education named the Barnard Junior
High School the Elisabeth M. Bennet
Junlor High Schoal.

Thal same night the board named
the Hollister Street School the
Thomas Bentley School

Miss Bennet retired in June 1951;
she was deceased when the school
was named in her memory

Tom Bentley retired in June 1860
and was still alive when the school
was dedicaled in his memory. He
died April 26, 1871

* % &

Today let's talk aboul Barnard —
ooops, | mean Hennet — Junior High
School, and Miss Elisabeth M,
Bennel. Note the s in her name.
that's vorrect

We can relate Lo Miss Bennel and
the old Barnard School that fronts on
Ving Streel in old Educational
Square near lower Main $ireel

When she relired in 1851, Miss
Hennel was the supervising principal
ol Barnard. Nathan Hale, Highland
Park amd South schools. She came o
Manthester (rom Danbury in 1909 as
principal of Barnard, Barnard, ol
course, was originally named after
Henry Rardard, the lamous
American cducator

Miss Hennet loved libraries, and
when she reticed they named the
Barnard library in her honer. Thal
wis on Feb 7. 1952

She called libraries “the heart of
the school” and =nd 50 in o Letler to
the Editor alter ihe dedication of
that library  She organized the
town's fiest junwr high libraries,

L B

Miss Bennet had many (irsts to her
vredit in education. She was the liest
lo promuele a manual training
program, and she was eredited with
promoting the [lirst recreation
renler

She was the Dirst o use visual aids
by means of movie projectors, and

she stimulated interest in art and
potlery.
* * &

No one wriles aboul Miss Bennel
without a strong reference Lo the Oct,
23, 1913 fire that destroyed the old
Ninth District School on that same
square that loday houses the Barnard
and Fanklin Buildings, the East Side
Hec, and the newest member of that
family on Educational Square — the
auditorium and library,

Manchester had been a ploneer in
the practice of school fire drills; it
was & saving [actor during the fire.

This correspondent researched
that fire for a feature on its 40th an-
niversary — Oect. 23, 1953, We
reprinted much of the paper of Oct
3, 1913

We sat for hours with Miss Bennet
al her 64 Benton St. home drawing
upan her rellections of that lire.

She had early thal morning
reprimanded a boy for using a pea
shooter in class, It was he who dis-
covered the fire and ran back Lo tell
Miss Bennel

She immediately rang the alarm
and within three minutes every child
was safely oul of the building. And
within 10 minutes thal old frame
Ninth District Scheol was consumed
by (lames.

That pea shooter bov, we learned,
wis Sam Smith, one whom we knew
very well, Sam was around and we
ol his story about the fire, loo, Sam
is now deceased

There were 1.000 pupils and
teachers in that building. The flames
shot 5o high they were seen all over
town; [lire equipment from as far
away as Hartlord came lo assist

LR AN

Miss Bennet was a real lask
master; she Laught you Lo study : you
learned, she had a tremendous in-
Muence on her students.

Ask them; you bump inlo them
most every day in the week in
Manchester,

We closed this column with those
words expressed in the Oct. 3, 1912
Herald:

“..AND THREE CHEERS FOR
MISS BENNET."”

Dick Jenkins’s recollections about
Miss Bennet and Barnard School, 1949-1951

Miss Bennet was an extraordinary educator.
During my Barnard years, Miss Bennet had firm
control of Barnard and Nathan Hale schools, while
still making time to assist children and families

in need. For parents working at the mills, she
would keep students at school until the parents’
shifts were over, and in an emergency, she would
drive students home in her own car, a green
Hudson sedan - just two examples of her caring
and compassion for the children. Miss Bennet
noted that prestigious private schools separated
boys and girls, and instituted that technique at
Barnard. She established the first school library

at Barnard in 1927, beginning with books from
her private collection. Another unusual program
during Miss Bennet's principalship was the staging
of The Mikado, the Gilbert and Sullivan opera, in
1950 — an ambitious project for us youngsters,
and a wonderful memory for the entire seventh
grade. | still remember the lyrics to the songs. Miss
Bennet may have instituted Special Education
teaching at Barnard for developmentally disabled
students. | recall that some of those students were
driving to school themselves, which suggests they
were four years behind the normal chronological
progression of grades. Miss Bennet devoted her
entire working life to education. In my time she
wasn’t teaching classes, she was a supervisor

of several schools -- a supervisor was above a
principal. Miss Bennet can take much of the credit
for saving the lives of students and faculty on that
terrible day in October 1913 when the wooden
Ninth District school burned to ashes. | believe
Fred Verplanck established the fire drills, but

he was out of town on the day of the 1913 fire.
Frequent statements appeared in the newspapers
saying the complete complex was a potential
tinderbox. Miss Bennet scheduled systematic

fire drills at the campus. The staff knew to wait
until the fire alarm was sounded, and then follow
the specific procedure for students to exit their
classrooms in single file, one classroom after
another, until the campus was cleared. Anna
Grimason, along with other students, said that on
the day of the fire, they were unaware a fire had
developed within the school. They followed the
procedure as if it were just another fire drill, and
all made it to safety, in what could have been as
tragic an event as the 1944 Hartford Circus Fire.

¢
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School emptied in 58 seconds; destroyed in minutes

By Suson Plese 5
Heraold Reporter

Oct, 23, 1913 The day downed clear and beautilul
Ope of those glorious lall mornings that make children
want lo phay hookey

dwas s lilth grade

student al the Ninth Distric I on the corner of
School and Main streets Il was a beautilul day, |
remember. | didin'l wan jo go 1o schoal " she says
Mother's rules previnled. however, and young
Bertha made ofl with her sister for the three
bullding just a few blocks from her home on Rogers
Place, just oll Prospeci & I was o be her last
duy ot the school g
At absout 2015 that alternoon, o lire started in the
school. Within five minutes the old pine building was
engulled in Names. Mirsculously, the students — who
numbered

ne injury
and o loss of
life

NO  ONE
THEN
seemed o

This artist's drawing of the old Ninth District School was

Snow Kow printed in the Manchester Hall-Weekly Herald the day

the flire after the building was destroyed by fire. Damage 1o the L
started school and the block of burned buildings totaled about pplil
NSwE;re $200,000 7

ports, in
cluding a re
port lrom THE SCHOOL EMPTIED of students in 58 seeonds Mow did Mrs. Wetherell excape the notice of her
the Oct. M ““The tramp, tramp, tr
Manchester  rogular as in the ordinar
Hall-Weekly  reporter o+
Herald, said But Mra. Wetherell says there was some confi
inated 04 the exit, though tirely orderly In
In a waste:  (ae before leavi woke away from  We

g out ol the dye house with his apron an and

teacher?® widen shoes, " she says. Other employees were
hien the Rids realized it was o lire they kind of  hanging oul of the windows, irying to find out what

ed around. 1t gave me a chance (o sneak back  happened

o get my new coat,” she says 1 got up on Prospect Street and | met my mother

wing the classroom for the second 1 Mrs.  coming down, '’ she continues. “'She had heard about

erell looked up sair

know how

basket inthe  por clussmates 1o ssraar wide stairwell as wide as this room
library “1 had bought mysell a new coal,” shesays. “liwas  Resturing to her kitchen 1 saw these :T‘_'.'Ig:ﬂ"'::‘l :I“” -;r:lJl‘:: ‘:;‘:“ ""“';;‘Ill"‘:h"';' "'::
By one e vy bive with o red and light blue stripeon the collar.  coming oul 1t was terrible | got oul of there last r'll‘\ Bireet - I‘ - Iu:m- .; :::mhl'r " ‘:'}hnql
coumt, aBay | didn't want Lo lose that,  she siys Mrs Wetherell doesn't rer Bireet; the Roger Schoal Sireet. the
Bertha Wetharell named Jim During fire drills, children were instructed toleave  attendance 1o make sure e e " g Blreet.

William McCormick dwellin, School Street. the

ted the
repor M e bullding without | Henson Hoarding House, School Street” the Campbell

to his teacher, Clair Lawler. By another Mrs. Wetherel
o boy ol 10 numrﬂ lrnnr‘ll Smith ran to the

king back, or 1o the right or Hut they said right aw
says She remembers sormw

! -
“Ht I'm nosey,”’ she says. 1 lurned around snd  down o fence in the school yard 1 1ot the kKindergarten ::3:: Ur‘\‘n h':':_ll‘wl:; .::-'Luu;":::an:::rﬁ:;::
allice of the head teache beih M. Bennet looked 1t looked funny on the third floor. | thought 1 children out Shortly the fire started, the o0 seluding the Watkins Buildi Ma d
Mrs. Wetherell, howey he remembers Ihé . 1f i vhibdren were led to s Hall across the sires bulldings. including BKInS Dullsing om Main an
smelled smoke, 8o | went back in and got my coat and € ren L b Tans | o Sohool streets, were damaged. Loss was estimated at
fire started in the cooking room. "*Miss Pearson, our  somebody else's, and my sister was ocross the hall  and (rom there they were sent home - : .

cooking teacher, tricd to put it oul and got scorchedon ppd | got hers."” X $165,000 10 $200 000 <
hiy air SR Eece, " gl SR HEARING THE ALARM and seeing great clouds of i WE ;

Bul_sccording to the Manchester Herald, it was THE COAT COULD have cost Mrs. Wetherell her  black smoke [rom the vicinity of the school caused ﬂ:‘\ﬁ Ir:flff‘:zl;l"“g:?;‘!: n”:';;lnl‘:‘::::‘l
Miss Bennet who was the real heroine of the slory.  |ife. The schaal was made entirely of wood. sheathed terror in many a mother -.I art, lhe Heraldreported. ot o eter weatl 16, Sc:uh  ihocs
Secing that the flire-had spread from the wasthasket o jpgjde with yellow pine finished in shellse. “Gun-  “From all ove % ran shreiking L -

a wonden desk abave, she smashed the glass over the  powder could hardly have been more inflammable,”  toward the building komr Iell in hysterics and others Did she sulfer any nightmares after the fire?

general alarm box, cutting her hand in the process sald the Herald. ive minutes after the alarm wept with joy as they embraced their children.’ No. “But I've always been afraid of fire since.”” she
The alarm at once sounded the lire drill signal in the  gounded, no person could have existed alive on the Mrs. Wetherell found her father just outside the says. You mever saw anything go up so fast, just like
building and summoned the district lire department second floor ™ Cheney Mills, where he worked, 1 met my [ather o bomb exploded

an.o shows the Ninth District School were well-prepared and emptied the This old photo loaned by the Manches- after the fire. Little rema.nmj to be
engulted in flames. Luckily, students building in 58 seconds ter Historical Society shows the school  salvaged




Elisabeth and her sister Sara lived at 36 Brookfield St.
After Sara’s death, Elisabeth moved to 64 Benton St.,
Manchester.

Elisabeth and Sara remained single and lived together in
Manchester, during the years of Elisabeth’ brilliant career as
an educator. Sara died in 1943.

Manchester Evening Herald June 20, 1951

Completes 50 Years of

Serviee; Presence of
Mind Saved Hundreds
At 1913 School Fire

Mins Elisabeth M. Benncl ls re-
tiring from her position ae stiper-
vising prineipal of the Harhard
Nathan Hale, Highland Parke and
Bouth  Behools, effeciive  Doday
with the closing of the schools [or
the mimmer holiday, after having
eompleted aver 50 Years of serve
ien with the Mapchester Hchonl
mymiem

Mins Rennet bs pemembered with
affection by thonsands of Mane
rheater resldenis whom she hias
had under her (otelape mince she
staried her conneclion with  (he
lpral e~dicalion  deparimen! 0
1P0A Bhe s wil hefr Lrarhing oas
reer in Panbury, and when  she
vmmie In Manchester ahe o8
prineipal of the Barpnard schi
pamitian which she hRs held snee
that timie When the Nathan Hale
mehod wie apenml she alsn ook
over (e miperviniog of that bailid
g She now has charge of High:
Imrd Park and Zonth schonis &8
_wpell

Miss Bennet Retires
As School Principal

Lo |

rtatanding work that she has

anchesler.
savvd Hundreds of Lives

One of the most outstanding
pieces of work that she did for
the trwn of Manchester in the
opinion of Mr. Yerplanck necurred
o October 23, 1913 st the time of
the sehoathouse fire, A Boy pe-
ported tn Miss Hennet that Lhers
wns n fre in the library of the
sehaol and without any delay or
hesiatinn  she  lmmedintely ang
the slarm and within theee mine
ules every chikd was oul af The
schonl building.  Within ten min-
utem every room bn the Bullding
wan a mans of fAames,

Biner coming hers in 10 Mins
Bennel hns been devoled tn her
work, which has come fArst in all
whe  did fAhe first cAame &8 A
training teacher tn  traln  other
fenchers and ahe han done con-
sidlernhle work along these  linea
all thess vears ter worlk with
seablem hove and giris has alsn
I..-_.--. TiilalamIInE. Arrorming 1A
WMy VerplAnes T
| Hnreesanr A pipsoonTed

The Board of Fduration, which
has aceepted Miss Rennet's resig-
nation. has appointed as her wies
ceasar Rirhard Byers. who s now
eommipleting  hin work towards &
Inrtorate in Uhe field of educstion

T T . N |

Urgunized Librars

Mira  Branet has been instrie
menlal in the farpieng of Hbrari-s
far the lnwn Junine High grasies
In  IBIY she organiged Lhe firsl
Mirh |4|-rl|r_1.' i the hasement of the
Rarnard  sehool,. This was o
through her imn efforl by salicils
g vedumns fresm her frivinds, by
donatinne from Aer o Dibrai
mrck PREraEh e gemneromis doaimt iy
ol Wy vAcalion Lirde 10
the vatplocuing of the nee o
jpert Mer many fivwnads mml papils
have set miewst m plan i 5
& pew meeiinn of [he
mr el Lbrney fo Mica Bewne

LLTRLLARTS §

Lm nagpie Pl il

al the Tniversily of Cannectioul.
Mr. Hyrrm was recommends] bo
the Boned by Soperintendeni of
et Arthur 1 iling, wha Lokl
the Hanrs) that he has heen seas s
|||--|.- fool & mAm 1o peplace Mins Ben-
lnel, mnd thst he Tell Lhal Re ol
fimnlly Doumd a man wha hes The
pualiticatings preessary 1o nerl
lthe rapl rhange which s fores
e n fier Lhiml powsidinn

Afr. Buvers wns grasluated from
Ly nafon Marmn] Scliml m Vermanl
i 00 werlh A eerliflcate an ole
mentary  educnlosh, from Hostan
aiversity n 19883 with & BA A '
soeonilars  edgeation  and  frem
Rewton noversity im 1908 wilh his

Fred A Verpd
el s

o Bl |

WAKY VFAle g Alim
Bernel worked fov A o "
af fime IR Fammenline 1 i
an hei vempnAtian. speke of B

MA Mo Bas twigEhl 6 IRFge VAV
ol grigdes  mied Ml pasl eXje Fieta
wiven the Hoanl of Eduariae
e o his bt
melapment  in The
rhnal mrstem

1A memry
e |
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Elizabeth Bennet, Former Principal, Dies At Age 78

Special

The Hartford Courant (1923-); Sep 2, 1959; ProQuest Historical Newspapers:

pg. 6D

Hartford Courant

Elizabeth Bennet,
Former Principal,
Dies' At Age 78

b o
| MANCHESTER | (Special
School admmlslratmn olficials,
former students and friends Tues-

—

A .
PP BEV T

i Sk LTy
- L Y ¥ fa Lo i

s o -
Pl A = T 2 P

day mourned the passing of Miss
Elizabeth M. Bennet, 78, retired
school principal, who had served
4 2 years in the local public school
system.

M:iss Bennet died early Tuesday

at the Manchester Memorial Hos-
pital after a long illness,
! Supermtendent of Schools Arth-
ur -H. Illing, when notified of her
death, paid tribute to “the breadth
of her vision, her personal interest
in the welfare of her pupils and
her tireless devotion to the field
of education.”

Miss Bennet started her long ca-
reer in Manchester schools as sup-
ervisor and principal of the Norih
District School, where she served
from 1809 to 1917. She was named
principal of Barnard School in
that year and added to her prin-

/ 146545
Name Bennet Robert N. éuﬁ %%rt - |
L B 2 Se 6 Lot Owner Sara o -
. - [e) .
i 6 Assise Way, Norwalk, W
Lace Residence 2 - 6NA§WS\Ia
n Danbur'y, Conn. Place of Deat 5 i& B&nn
Place of Birt o = e o e :
Age = 84 rﬂcl)OSAa s acute pae July 8 196
Cause of Death 3¢ 13 gv//g o k4 y 8,
' 1967
PuentSNam;l d (] Widowed g} Dare of Burial July 1l,
ZU'IE
s Magner Funerel Home, Inc.

\

cipal’s duties the supervision of Undestaker
Nathan Hale, Highland Park and — o

Seuth Schools in 1945, -
Attended Vassar . By 7

".She war born January 22, 1881, Ll 3 — o
in Danbury. She attended Vassar Nt o is L & <t
College and was graduated {rom 15 Etceisn, LLra a4
the’ Danbury Normai® School in Cae e e Y ety
1909. She later earned a bachelor ot s e, Lo
of science degree at New Britain LI S e sty o
Teacher's College and a master's P R = S
degree at Massachuseits State — et
Teacher's College. £ dhtat = e
She leaves a brother, Robert N. L
'Bennet, of Norwalk. 2
' Funeral services will be held - Lennat, mizsbash M. No 144576
Lot @ i Sec. 6 Lot Owner Rennet

Thursday at 1 p.m. at the Wat-
kins-West Funeral Home; 142 East
Center St. The Rev. John R. Neu-
bert. pastor of the Communily
Baptist Church will officiate. Bur-
jal will be in Wooster. Cemetery,
Danbury.

Friends may call ai the funcral
home Wednesday from 3 to 5 and
7to & pm.

Late Residence §4 Benton St., Manchester, Conn.
Place of Death Manchester

birth Jan. 22, 1881
Cause of Death Carcinoma of breast Dare 86pt.1,1959

Parent’s Name Ancoh d &P B

Single (X Married [J Widowed []  Date of Buriadd Sept, 3, 1959
Undertaker Watkins-West, Manchester

Removed to

Place of Bith Danbury
Age:

days

yrs. 7@ mos.

By

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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DECEMBER 4, 1959

YWCA Big

= unit

iwill proba

\second | of protecting the volunteer work-
New | ers who serve in the group.

when it is settled,

biy _hftwun f]i?[hﬂﬂn

“and $120.000. It is_not yet known
ana saz0000, T Is ot ye knour
ut it will probably be
amount,” the judge

.| said the aection taken by the or-

| the voluntee

Beneficiary

Bennet Will

of the®
Women's

Héoey is the elementary school |
dental hygienist,

After Ftﬁa deatha of these -per-
sons the income would then go to
| the YWCA to defray its annual

. All the rest and resi-
Miss Bennet's estate will,

pal of the Barnard, Nathan Hale,
Highland Park and Scuth Schools,
She came to Manchester in 1209 as
a teacher. \
Protect Volunteers @

A spokesman for the YWCA |

ganization in filing the articles of |
|| association was done with the idea

_She explained that, previously,
liable to court
in the event

as the ﬁi.

We are grateful to
Dick Jenkins, the Manchester Historical Society, Town Historian Susan Barlow,
and Noreen Cullen for much of the historical content.

$




Miss Elisabeth Bennet — An Appreciation
By Claudia D. Kuehl, member of The Sculpture Project Committee

For 62 years, the school campus at the southern end of Main Street in Manchester has been
called Bennet. First came Bennet Junior High School, in 1961. In 1992, the school became
Bennet Middle School. Now it’s Bennet Academy.

The Bennet referenced, of course, is Miss Elisabeth Montague Bennet, who in 1913
became principal of the precursor to Bennet and who continued to serve until 1951, when she
retired at the age of 70.

She must have been a great and beloved principal, and Bennet serves as her monument
in bricks. But other schools in Manchester are named after excellent educators, too. Why does
Miss Bennet, alone among them, rate a statue in bronze?

In researching her life for the Manchester Sculpture Committee, I learned why. Her
energy, discipline, creativity, generosity, and commitment to children and the community
made her a larger-than-life presence among them. She championed school libraries, the arts,
educational films, and recreational and social activities, and she performed kindnesses large
and small. Her elevation to legendary status began early, after a horrific fire raced through the
school - in 1913, in her second month as principal - and all survived. Did Miss Bennet really
wear a hat ever afterwards because her hair burned off in the fire? Did she really race back into
the inferno to save more children? I know this: Miss Bennet doesn’t need unverifiable tales of
sacrifice and derring-do to merit her statue. Her documented actions during the fire, and her
contributions over the rest of her rich, productive career, are plenty.

I attended Bennet Junior High School for grades 7-9. I don't recall ever learning about
Miss Bennet, and I never heard about the fire until my time on the committee. What I do
remember is the school song, which we learned early and sang often at assemblies. Here are
the first three stanzas:

She stands; strong and steadfast,
With highest aims for right
Shedding abroad her knowledge.
We hail the Blue and White!

To those who attend her

Be loyal, and do

Your best in ev'rthing you can,
With standards high and true.

Our utmost devotion

And thanks now are due,

For laughs and loves and learning,
O Bennet, to you.

Those lyrics, I now see, describe Miss Bennet as well as the school her principles built:
Strong and steadfast. Loyal. Aiming for right. Spreading knowledge. Holding high standards.
Understanding that for learning to take root, laughter and love must be present.

For the biographical essay about Miss Bennet, I consulted material maintained by the
Manchester Historical Society, including essential research conducted by Susan Barlow, Dick
Jenkins, and Noreen Palladino Cullen. I also relied on research carried out by Sculpture
Committee members and the sculptor, Michael Keropian. I thank former Manchester Town
Clerk Joseph Camposeo for assistance accessing the town’s annual reports from 1909 through
1963. Any errors are mine.

Here is the last stanza of the Bennet Junior High School song:

God bless our Alma Mater!

And may we always try

To keep her light forever burning
BENNET JUNIOR HIGH

Miss Bennet, thank you. May your well-deserved statue ensure that your light shines far
into the future, inspiring generations to come. God bless you.

The Sculpture Project
Committee:

Lynn Sottile
Tana Parseliti
Susan Barlow

Joyce Hodgson Post
Michele O’Neil
Catherine E. Wynn
Susan C. Wright
Claudia Kuehl
Ann Lucente
Donna Fitzgerald
Edward Burzawa
Catherine Thrall
Dorothy Malerba

Our fiduciary partner

Manchester Historical Society
175 Pine Street
Manchester, CT 06040
501(c)(3)

$




Portrait by Carolyn Emerson

“Mass Bennet’s association with the schools of Manchester
was long and outstanding. The breadth of her vision, her
personal interest in pupils and teachers, and her tireless
devotion to therr welfare have established her place in the
records of Manchester schools as a principal of unsurpassed
excellence. Those of us who worked with Muss Bennet shall
always value our association with her as colleagues and

Jriends. We are deeply saddened by her passing™
Arthur Illing
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Town of Manchester 2023 Bicentennial Group

HERITAGE SPONSORS
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SILK SPONSORS
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COMMUNITY SPIRIT SPONSORS

Caroline Quish & Joseph Raimondo
George Beauregard
Tana & Frank Parseliti
Vincent Diana




FRIENDS

Janet Wennergren Frisbie
Kristin Swain
Lynn Beaulieu
Ed Burzawa
Rhonda and Michael Dannehy
MACC Charities
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Geoffrey and Joan Naab
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Christine Martyn
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Elsie Lima
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Elizabeth A. Bickley
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Gerry Gallo
Susan Stepanski &
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Michele O’'Neil
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Tom Waldo
Joanne Hebert
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Town of Manchester Arts
& Culture Grant
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Mr. and Mrs. William Foulds
Family Foundation

Rockville Community Bank
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We thank those who helped with
our fundraising efforts:
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Robert and Grace Zapor
Melissa and Chris Pattacini
Richard and Pat Cannon
Jason Scappaticci and Carlos Wright
Richard and Rita Borden
Jon and Laura Reichelt
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Bennet Academy
for their enthusiasm for the statue of
Elisabeth M. Bennet

All who supported our Fundraisers
and Silent Auctions

If we inadvertently omitted your name, we sincerely apologize. Please contact us at schultz.design@snet.net, so we may correct the error.
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The Sculpture Project is grateful to:

The Manchester Historical Society for their fiduciary support.

Town of Manchester Board of Directors and

Steve Stephanou, General Manager, for their support of this project.

Town of Manchester Department of Public Works for their technical

and installation support.

Bill Ludwig, Town Troubadour, for his gift of a song about Elisabeth M. Bennet.

&

The Town of Manchester is now the steward of this statue,
giving it loving care to ensure its longevity for

future generations.




The Manchester Education

Association honors

Elizabeth M. Bennet o

and all teachers who have -

devoted themselves to L-f——
educating our children! Fi!

Thank you for all you do to

iInspire greatness!

MANCHESTER EDUCATION £
ASSOCIATION



Elisabeth Bennet

A life led devoted to Manchester’s schools
Elisabeth Bennet, she rewrote the rules

A teacher to teachers, she loved her pupils
She brought many new ways to learn

Let’s put a library right in the school

The more books the better, a great teaching tool
Active and healthy kids learn better too

A center for recreation

In 1913, the Ninth District School

A fire broke out while the classrooms were full
Elisabeth went back into the flames

Till she was sure all nine-hundred children were safe

Miss Bennet, a true pioneer in her day
Brought in movie projectors as visual aids
A champion of using the arts as a way

To broaden our children’s minds

Nineteen sixty-one, Barnard Junior High

Was unveiled a brass plaque that proudly decried
From that day forth the school would be named
For Miss Elisabeth Bennet

Elisabeth Bennet, a proud legacy
A woman devoted to community Boletiistore Chowd %47
A century later her influence still seen .. g culz pture Project

For generations in Manchester o 2¥0 1{ e el

Written and sung by Bill Ludwig,
Manchester’s Town Troubador




