August 1997 Alive and pretty well, thank you!

Editor: Susan Way 74 Hudson St.,Manchester,Ct. 06040 )

The Case fémliy pand on s ge at the Bud land School

On a warm summer evening in‘the 1920's music could
be heard “in several corners of Buckland., Charlie
Glode remenbers listening o ‘the “Case’ family's music
Jrift over ‘the fields from Meekville. Julian P.Palmes
and ‘his parents moved to 1315 Tolland Tpk. “in 1902
Gladys Adams tells ‘us in her book., He "was a drummer
all his 1life" and had a collection of drums. He
marched in local parades as part of ‘the "Spirit of
*76" and he later moved to Burnham St. where drumming
could often be heard in the evening., Of course all
that practicing could be hard on some ears. Norman
Southergill remembers that their landlord James Crooks,
a blacksmith before he retired and a Civil War veteran
also marched in the "Spirit of '76"..  He'also remembers
listening to the watchman at the ‘trolley generating
station {(the bunilding still stands next to the old
Buckland Train Station) -playing ‘his wviolin in the
evenings. Dick Reichenbach mentioned the dance held
at ‘the tobacco warehouse to celebrate it's opening
in 1923, Dick Keeney remembered the music and dancing
twice a week ‘at the Boukas “Darce Hall", an open air
pavillion which stood behind their big gray and white
farmhouse on Buckland St. Refreshments were served.
1 haven't heard who provided the music. It was rented
out to various ‘organizations in the summer. This
was later the home of the Paquin family, and they
continued to rent out the pavilion in the summer.
Bob Southergill remembers an ethnic fair held here,
In 19240 Millér's Dance Hall opened up on the east
end of Tolland Tpk.

Perhaps the center of Buckland social and musical
life was the monthly PTA meeting. The new Buckland
School was buiilt in 1922, The PTA tock on the job
of raising woney to buy furnishings and eguipment.
The monthly meeting was a fund raiser as well as a
business meeting and was- the focus of much community
effort, “everybody pitched in". There were card games
and refreshments. Alice  Jackson Cusson remembers
her mother baking all day when it was her turn to
provide . -those refreshments. The <Case family's
contribution to the effort was the musical
entertainment., Carol Keeney Hougas tells me that
in later years musical and theatrical productions
became -an important part of Buckland School life under
the "direction of their school  Principal. Buckland
at this time was a comparatively .quiet corner of

auditorium. Pictured from ift. to.rt. Bunice, Patria,
. . Beaton, Warren, Neil, Hattie & Harper Case.
Music in Buckland ’ ! !
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The Family of Harper Hattie Case

As I began. by saying, some of that music came
from a house on the west side of what would eventually
be known as Angell St. Here for many years lived
the family of Harper and Hattie Case. I had a very
nice conversation with their son Beaton Case who was
born July 3,1914. He told me some . of his family's
story and gave me a music lesson as well while he
explained the kinds of instruments they played and
the kinds of music they played. His father Harper
W. Case was born in 1886 in Colchester, and moved
to South Windsor with his family when he was about
5 yrs. old, Harper‘s father George Case had purchased
a farm of about 30 acres with “"contents of buildings,
stock, tools, implements and furniture, said famm
and evervthing upon it excepting my own wardrobe and
a few relics which belonged to my father™ along with
a piece of "wood and sprout land’. So says the deed
from John W, Burnham. This grey house still stands
at the top of the highest hill on Pleasant Valley
Rd.. This was the house that Beaton knew ‘as his
grandparent's house. I found them there in the 1900
Census. -~ Notice. that at that time it was also the
home of his great grandparents Leander and Mary Brown.
George Case was a tobacco farmer and had his own
warehouse. ' In his spare time he liked to umpire local
baseball games. . Beaton had no ‘trouble remembering
that his grandmother Mary made great pancakes;. pies,
and marmalade and raised turkeys, chickens and cows.

&

west of Clark St. and the South Windsor border. Here
is where most of their children were born and where
their oldest daughter Amelia died in 1918 at the age
of 8 during the Flu epidemic. In that same year Harper
Case bought the house on Meekville Rd. from Mary F.
Irish. ‘He ‘had puchased 28} acres of farmland on the
west side of Meekville from Daniel Calnan in 1917.
Scon after the Case family moved to Meekville. I
found them there in the 1920 census. Some of you
who knew the Case family will not remember Patria
Case., She was born on St. Patrick's Day and named
Patria, which in Latin means native countrv. When
at one point Hattie Case was not feeling strong enough
to care for her family of 7, Patria went to live with
her grandparents George and Mary Case and was raised
by them. I'm sure some of you have wondered where
the name Beaton came from. He was named after his
uncle Beaton Squires, but I'm sure that's not the
begimning of that story.

Beaton remembers a name that was carved into a
windowsill in his - bedroom Harold B.Irish. This
was Buckland's other Irish family. If there is any
comectionwith Irish which moved to the Hartman
Plantation in 1927 I not aware of it. Harold Irish

served and died in the Pirst World War.

U.5.Census 1900, South Windsor. The families of George

Case & Ieander _Brown, all born in Ct., their parents also all born in Ct.

Hattie Case was born Henrietta Amella Squlres
in Pool's Harbor, New Foundland, Canada (near
St.John's} the daughter of John and Amelia Squires.
They .came to South Windsor when her father became
minister of the Wapping Community church. ' He served
from: 1907 to 1913 and then moved on to another pavish
in the tradition of the Methodist church. The
parsonage was then at 1790 Ellington Rd. Harper and
Hattie became acquainted quite naturally tat church
services and socials which were very important social
events in Connecticut's farm country. They were
married by her father Dec.25, 1909 and began their
married life on Chappel Rd. in the white house just
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Harper Case eventually owned more than 100 acre:
of land mostly west of their house, good farm lar
that he bought from Fanny Clark, Herbert MciIntosh,
Frank Bourassa and Martin Hageman. In 1922 when he
and his neighbors .decided to join the Connecticut
Valley Tobacco Grower's Association he grew 40 acres
of - Broadleaf - tobacco, ..and harvested 97,000 pounds
of . tobacco. He lost his farm to the Hartford - Comm.
Trust .Co. .while he was a member of the Assoc. as dic
many other farmers.. (for more about the Assoc. and
the 1920's please see The B.T. # 3,485) From that
time on. he worked for other tobacco farmers.

U.S.Census 1920, Part of Meekv;lle, Manchester, Ct.
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page 3 The Case Family Band

Chances  are though - that - those of iyou who
were attending Buckland School in. the '20's and 30's
will ‘remember Harper Case best for: his music, his
fiddle playing and the Case family band. I find myself
wondering ‘what might have inspired ‘Harper to teach
all of his children to play a variety of instruments
apparently with the idea .of playing together as .a
band.  Hattie Case played the piano, but Beaton tells
me his . father —was ‘the “inspiration behind the band
and the family's music’ teacher.. ‘He took this task
seriously giving:  his ‘children a ' good basic music
education, - Beaton tried. to pass a little of that
on. to me while we: talked. ' Beaton' feels' his father
was ‘a better teacher than he was a musician. . He must
have . had 'some music education himself when he was
young, ‘but :Beaton did not know from whom.

Each child began learning on the drums then
eventually taught the next youngest child what he
or .she had learned 'while taking lessons on ‘the
saxaphone or another instrument. They learned to
read music. They did have some outside lessons.
Beaton remembers taking drum lessons from Francis
Hart. He identified the watchman at the trolley
generating station who played his fiddle in the
evenings as Julius. Strong. Harper took a few lessons
from him.

And the family played together first for
Thursday night fund raisers, wist parties and
monthly PTA meetings. He says everybody came
everybody helped out. -Providing entertainment was
his family's service to the commumnity. As they got
older and more practiced they played for Square dances
at Wapping School, weddings and other events including
Charlie and Ruth Glodes wedding. . Eventually Harper
made arrangements .for them to play at the Legion Hall
in Weathersfield and every Saturday night they all
piled into their Model A for the ride to Weathersfield.

PTA
the
and

They played old fashioned dance music that changed
with the times. Some of that music Beaton liked,
some of it he didn't, but "he played on. For one
night‘§ effort they earned endugh to buy a week's
groceries,

Warren and Beaton went on to play with other groups
like Art McKay's pictured here, at high school dances
that were held after basketball games in the State
Armory, with Bill Kanehl at Jarvis Grove. At the Oak,
Street Grill and Raimander's “both on Oak ST., wvery
busy places ‘on Thursday, Friday and Sat, nights filled
with workers. from the Cheney Mills,. Beaton played
with the Pratt & Whitney club Orchestra that played
ak some blg events around the state, and with one
group or another at the Bond Hotel, Norwalk Imn
Manchester Country Club, Cavey's and at many weddings,
including Charlie & Ruth Glodes wedding. He mentions
lots of other local muscicians including Tony Dzen
who played acordian, and who lives on North Main St.,
I believe.

Beaton played mostly baritone sax and clarinet
and even did some singing, which began one night when
the hired singer didn't show up. Of course he went
to see all the Big Bands at the State Theater in
Hartford, -Artie Shaw, Hal Kemp. The orchestras that
he admired the most were IlLawrence Welk's and Guy
Lombardo's especially for their broad saxaphone sound
and tone that were their distinguishing sound. He
sang me a few bars of Guy Lombardo's theme song to
illustate what he meant. You remember, Benny

Goodr?an‘s clarinet of course was -another favorite
of his. The Farrand brothers
Here we have two pictures which show that both

Cou‘ntry’and Big Band music were once native to this
part o©of Comnecticut. This surprises me for some
reason., These pictures were given to me by Lenny

Farrand who remembered that his brother Jimmy had
once played with Beaton & Warren Case in Art McKay's
orchestra.

From Jimmy's collection of clippings you

em Club.  Orchestra

Art McKay's Rythem Club Orchestra with Art seated

in front.

Bill Braithwaite, Bill Kanehl, Harvey Gould.
A A P S DA I e N

L.ft. to Rt. Jimmy Farrand, Charlie Genovesi,
Eddie Batson, Eddie Dziadus, Beaton Case, Warren Case,
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can see that there was once a very active musica
night life in Manchester.
samething of a natural music talent,

That's him at the back of Hank Keene's Comn,
Billies.

Hil
He and Lenny grew up on North School St

Their musical world grew wup . around technilogically

changes that began back in the 1800's.

JOIN THE HAPPY CROWD T(}NIGHT

At Manchester’s Newest Rendezvous'

" The Clyde Brothers and Their Music
Featuring Jimmy Farrand

FOR GOOD THIN GS TO EAT — WE CAN'T BE BEAT
FINE WINEb LIGUORS AND BEER !

: We have a cozy pnvate dining room for calering fo
przvane parties. Telephone 3923..

TAM’S RES;'?AURAWF

10 East Center Stéest " 0dd Fellows Building

vaudville to W

Apel's Opera house, built in 1889 was once the
center of cultural events in North Manchester. Most
of you will know where that building still stands
next to the R.R. tracks, OCakland St. and the Farmer's
Coop., Perhaps we can call this a practical Yankee
version of an Opera House., It has very little in
common with Carnegie Hall. Tt looks like a warehouse
and it served as one for many years afterwards, but
for years it was host to all kinds of cultural
activities and many of the traveling musical, and
theatrical troupes that were then traveling around
the country. According to William E.Buckley in A
New England Pattern "The arrival of the motion plcture
brought about the end of the rcad Company era. I'm
sure we can add to that the invention of ‘the phonagraph
and radic. Have you visited the Communications Museum
on Main St. in East' Hartford yet? Eventually movie
theaters began  to 'appear. Do you.know where Turn
Hall was, or for: that matter where it -still .stands
today? Lenny Farrand tells me that Bill Cambell ran
the movie projector there. He was alsc a clerk at
the Railroad station. You can still see the ticket
window and projection booth, apparently it was built
with movies in'mind." Was it Manchester's first movie
theater? Who played: that piano ‘for the silent films
that still stands on the stage?  ‘Have you figured
it out yet? Many of you know somecne who held their
wedding reception there I'm 'sure. I believe I'll
keep you in suspence till the next 'issue.

New kinds of music were sweeping the country with
new dance steps: to go- with' them. ' An energetic
generation coming of ‘age loved ‘the music and loved
to dance. Several people:arcund town . opened up places
with room for music and dancing, Turn Hall was one
of these. I found. it listed  in the 1922 City
Directory. There was a Monte Carlc Dance Hall {or
Pine Grove Tavern at 402 Tolland Tpk. in 1931 =3,
the City View {or Keeney's)Dance Hall on Keeney: St.

1933 - 1965 and Miller's Dance Hall at 750 Tolland
Tpk. appears din 1940. " (Was that “in . Buckland or
QOakland?} But there were apparently some places that

never made the Directory, the Boukas Dance Hall and
Jarvis' Grove for instance, there was also a dance
hall in Highland Park for Case factory workers.

Miller's Dance Hall & Farm

I spoke with Ray miller who still Iives on Tolland
Tpk. Jjust across the street from 743 Tolland Tnpk.
where he grew wp. Miller's Dance Hall was his father
Peter's idea. Ray helped move the building from the
corner of Middle tpk. and Walker St.. The bulld:mg
had 10" by 12" beams and the bmld_mg was 35'wide
100'long. They moved it on the back of a model A
Ford truck, if you ‘can imagine ‘that. Lenny Farrand
said "Well that must have been Jarvis' Grove." They
had a ball field thetre and a dance hall.” T mentioned
roof collapsed one winter under too much snow and
ice.  Thankfully noone was inside, and it was rebuilt,
this' time /45" wide and 110' long with timber ring
and ‘bolt hardware to hold the beams in place. This
building still stands as part of “The Jester's Court"
banguet hall. Miller's Dance Hall was open on Saturday
nights. Musicians earned $5.00 for the night. Ray's
mother Mary was the cashier, and it's been said that

Jimmy Farrand . wasjf
He apparently,
had only a few lessons from George Smith on the bamjo.l:

COMPLIMENTS OF

Hank Keene and His Conn. Hill Bx}hes
TONEGHT

JDI and GEORGL Plesent

|"JIM FARRAND

JﬁiNS RABIG BAND

James Farrand 17 year old
of Mr,-and: Mrs. Vincent:Farrand o
185 North Main stregt, has become’
& member. of ‘Hank Keene’s:Con=1.
necticut ‘Hill - Billies,~en orchestra
broadcasting = over - fhe National
;Broadecasting’. Comp?inys ch’un 311
New. York, 48 & banjo player “He"
has appeared in“vaudeville

U1t was only ‘twenty
that youn°' Farrand: began takmh
lessons of ~George « Smith, local
musician.” After hearing him: play,~

Hank - Keene, . who. 4 a ' mative: ot] LEGAL ‘BEV'ERAGES N

Sduth  Coventry, gave the, boy a
REYMANDER'S..

trisl at the WBC studios: n New
York. Hig success: < instantans
RESTAURANT INC,
87.0ak St, ‘Phone 8922

lecmp and he was céned back _ for

Army aitd Navy Club

Hallowe’en Night - October 31
Music By JIMMIE CLYDE’S SWING BAND

At the piano. Our favonte i
't singer - of . your faverite i
j songs. For:an énjoyable

1 évening stop in tomght and k

hear Jlmmy

Specmhzmv in Itahan-
American -Food »
SATURDAY SPECIAL
Dehcmus, Small Tenderlomf

nths ago

Steak
(Wlth 2 Vegetabies)
90

e

not much escaped her notice..  ‘She ran a tight ship.
to Ray Miller that the tobacco  shed stand:mg behind
his house is one of the ‘best “kept ‘that I've seen.
He said that he and his father moved :that too Ffrom
Glastonbury one spring, He thinks his father paid
about $1,000 dollars for it and it was no easy job,
though he remembered it as just something that needed
to be done at the time. The Dance Hall .was set up
on a piece of land that could not be farmed. ‘The

Of course the Dance Hall was just a side line
for the Miller family., They were farmers. = Tobacco
was their cash crop. Peter Miller was a member of
the Tobacco Grower's Assoc. in the 1920's and suffered
the downtwrn in the tobacco market and the depression
right along with most of the other farmers in Buckland.

page 4



Ray's mother was Mary Erickson pefore she was married,
Howard Erickson's sister. 1 believe their father
was Christian Erickson and that they lived for a number
of years on Buckland St. next to the Boukas family.
Ray remembers the cows, pigs (16 or 18), turkeys and
chickens his mother raised. Chicks were cared for
in the cellar and sold. There was a Poultry Assoc,
and a regular competition held at the Manchester
Armory. (Harvey Johmson's father was president of
the Assoc. at one time.) and Mary Erickson Miller
took some prizes with her Rhode island Red Hens.
Raising rasberries, making sauerkraut and pigs knuckles
were some of her other talents. Peter Miller grew
up in Hartford where his father was brewmaster at
the New England Brewery on Windsor St. Among Peter's
yearly jobs was helping to cut ice from nearby ponds.
The Miller farm had a place to store ice in their
barn, The Hackett farm owned the ice cutting equipment
and in exchange for helping with the harvest the
miller's received so much ice which was packed down
under one foot of sawdust., It would keep all summer
this way. The Dance Hall was sold sometinme after

1954,

Perhaps you're wondéering as I did what happened
to all of this live music and dancing in Manchester.
Tt hasn't entirely disappeared. [Have you figuved

o

. The students. of Buckland School, about 1947, in costume Aborn,#20 sally Peterson. Row 2: #1 Eva Hummamm.._ha\%ﬁ

out where Turn Hall is yet?] Some folks had the answer !

in one word- .H.mwmﬁmwcs.u Technology gives and it m.OH .nw.muﬁ production of “The Magic Piper" under the 8 Colleen Aborn,#9 Bill Keeney, Row 3: #2 Floren

takes away. America became facinated with television. %P rection of their principal Ethel Robb. Patch,#3 Lila Lee,#6 Bunny Zavemba,#7 Bill Wright %%w

People began to stay at home on Saturday night to bwm.u row from Lft. #3 Edith Williams,#4 Betty Brown,#5 Dixie Dugan,#12 Lowana Abornm,#13 Betty Darna,#14 carol
ice Cummings,#7 George Ewing,#9 Sam Coroner,#10 Keeney, #17 Bill Glode(?). Row 4: #13 Michael anmnomk

watch the EJd Sullivan Show! There may be other
explainations as well, which we may discuss in the
next issues. It's seems quite clear to me that these
places and social gatherings helped to knit
Manchester's villages and neighborhoods together,
not to mention many a budding romance and future
family.

Sam Cordner,#10 Melvin Patch,#11 Robert Culver,# 14 H d vh

, el o 12 OWaL aples. Row 5: #1 Barbara Armstrong,#4

Louis Warren,#14 Vivian West,#15 Dot Gerich,#19 Lois Russell Culver,#5 BEdith Glode,#7 Jean mm:mwcwﬂwwﬁ
Laura Pasqualini,#12 Irene Peterson,#13 Arlene Herring,

15 Frank Butkus(?).

Sunlight Café

HOT DOGS, KELLY DOGS, DRINKS, AND SNACKS
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AMERICAN EAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH

@ E
Sue Way, Propristor m.n!\
74 Hudson Strest Manchester, Ct. 08040

PERO FRUIT STAND
276 Qakland Street Manchester, CT 06040
Phone (203) 643-6384
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