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Established in 1992, Inspired by the notion that Buckland is one of the willages that gawelMan-
chester 4t %s charm, and by Dick Keeney who died Febs 5,1.993, Dick ssemed to enjoy telling me .
about his family, friends, neighbors and customers more than anything else during his last months,f\\@\
He wented to be sure.I didn't miss snybody. Usually the first thing he'd tell me was what kind | .1
of car that person was driving at that particular time, He often said he wished he could see i) Séw
somecne . one more time,or that he wished he had a chance to say goodbye to someone, I think hetd "\m.“ A
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like me to pass that on to all of youe Wi
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I received a letter from Mr. Richard ﬁeichenbach, who lives on
Woodland  Stee
To Ms.. Sus Wey,

Your story and map of Buckland in your Times #2 was very inter-
esting. Apparently you went to the same school our (former)Vies Pres=
ident did for you spell "potate" just as he dide I am 78 end did not
spend very much time in Buckland.but for many years my ded sent me to the
blacksmith in Buockland to have new shoes put on the horses. And for
many years Lou Grant sold asparagus from the storage eellar about where
you show & ‘square with his name, The tobaocco warechouse was built by the
association of farmers who felt the buyers were not offering enough for
thelr orops., When 1t wms completed, . party was held in it and I rem=
ember that I watched the dancers when 1 wasn't racing srownd with the
other youngsterse Apparently the timing was wrong, for not long after
the market for cigar tobacco dieds In the 20%s the Hartman Tobscce plan
tation used %o Import ‘manure by the carload from Kenbucky horse farms.
Sgveral boxears would be parked et the siding neer the blagksmith shop
while orews hauled it by dumpearts to the various plantation fields.
Hertmans had 2 distinot operatioms looally. The upper farm ( part of
which is now occcupled by The Mall) grew Broadleaf, while the lower farm
{ now north of J.C, Penny warehousa§ grew ‘only shede-grown. Sumatra,

{ Shadegrown meant the fields were covered with oleth. In recent years
we can see Some such fields on the way to Bradley Fisld)

I promise to work on my spelling, R—icha;-d Reichenbach
I -called Mr. Reichenbach to ask a few questionse First of all I

wondered where he was living in the 1920's. He.was born-in 1915. His
father and mother were Karl and Lens Reichenbach, They were immie
grants from one of the Baltic nations that have recently repained
some of their independence from the U.S.SeRee In 1919 the family move
ed to Deming St in the Wapping seotion of Se Windsor. It was the
spring of 1919 « the mud season, . They couldn't get ths wazen with
the furniture up the hill from Qaklsnd, so they brought the wagen a=
round %o Bucklend St, Mr. Buckland lived at the cormer of Déming and
Buckland ‘St *s, He hitohed & few extra horses to the wegon and they
finally made it up the hill to the "old Neverts farm".. Mr, Reichen
bach tells me that the house they lived in was built abouk 1803, and

is still there todays. FKarl Reichenbach grew tobacco on that farm,
and wes a membel of the tobacco grower's asscoimbion that built the
warehouse in Bueklsnd, He also delivered milk, later with Richardis
helpe They left at about 2 or 3 Am. picking up milk directly from
the farmers. They delivered to such places as & Polish ‘store and s
bekery an Kerry.Ste in North Manchester, and & woman on the 3rd floor
on Middle Turnpike. . She took just 1 pint of milk, but lefi a sookie
for tha milkman, so she was Richardis favorite customer.  They were
home by 8 or 9 AM to start the farm choress
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If you would like & copy of the Buckland Times #1,#2, or #3 sent
to someone, rill in address below and send 50¢ to Sue Wey, 180%
Center St., Mauchester, 0ts. If you'd like allthree, send $1.00.

Name Street
Town State Zip

There's more investigating to be done on this story. If you have

anything to edd, I'd be very interested,




Hoping to leern more about the warehouse, I went to the Town Hell and found that land records
show that the property on Adams Ste we.s sold to the Wapping=Menchesbter Warchouse Coe in 1923 by
Charles Ee Thresher. Anton Simler Jre was president of the W-M Warshouse Co. at thet time. The
men who signed the incorperation papers were Danald Go Grent, Chase Ls Hevener Lucius Js Grant
of S. Windsor; Charles E, Thresher, Stanley J. Straugh, and Forrest N. Buckland of Menche sters
The warehouse was probably built during the next yeer, Records go on to show that in Oote 1927
an Abtachment in favor of the Cte Vélley Tobacco Ass, Ino. was placed on the warehouse properdy
for damages in the amount of$14,000. In Dese 1827 the building wes leased to Alfred I. Mendel=
sohne In Jan.1929 the Attachment wes released and in May 1930 the property was sold to Meyer &
Mendelsohn Ince for $1 and obher valuable comsiderationss It has been suggested to me thatMeyer &
Mendelsohn must have taken on the wmortgage for the property, but not 50e On that same day Herbert
S. Feeney aocepted §1 as payment in £ull on the origiemal mortgages Meyer & Mendelschn had an
office in Hartford, their main office wes in N.¥. at 169 Water “Ste, BeGeMeyer had signed earlier
deeds in Manchegber in connection with growing tobacco.  Bed timing does seem o have played a
major part in this story, 1929 being the year of the great stock market orssh and the beginning
of the Depressione It seemed es if the formors who invested in the warehouse had lost their in-
vestment putting many of them in a very Qifficult position right at the beginning of :the Depress=
ione Common knowledge says that banks foreclosed on many small fermers in Buokland in the years
that followeds

In A New England Pattern, The History of Vanchesber, by WeE.Buckley 1 found some of the early
hisbory of tobacce growing inManchestera "A minor eha.n'g’e in publie taste during this period
(1850-1861) of major importance to Manchester farmers was the increasing popularity of cigarse
According to the 1850 census, only five Manchester forms produced tobacco for sale in that years
The 1860 census lists 41 Manchester farms raising tobacco ccmmercislly, a deoided increase." He
elso explains why this was so important. ® - Th the northesstern stabes generally , more spec=
ialized types of farming became necassarys The great fertile areas of the upper Miss.Valley could
produce cereal orops, wool, beel and pork fey morgoheaply than did the thin soil of “New Englaend
hillsides. As soon &5 cheap transportation became available for getting these ocommodities to the .
Atlantiec coast by canal and steamboat, the Connectiout fermer lost his market for such products.
Fattening of beef cgttle for the market continued to be profitable in Cte for meny yeers, but mo st
Parmers in the state had to turn to fruit or tobacco raising, dairying and market gardening. The
demend for products of these types of agrisulture was steadily expending as inmdustry developed in
the country tovmse™{ p.8¢)

This brings us up to 1861le The reilroads were completed soon after this, and as I understand
4t with & lot of gov't assistence, Farmers and businessmaen would have to adjust ever more quicks
lye. Buckland certeinly still feels the power of gov't transportetion dollarse
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LITTLE PROFESSOR BOOK CENTER
Heartland Plaza / 1056 Tolland Turapike
Manchester, CT 06040
“We Help You Find Books You'll Love”
» Full Service Comprehensive Book Center
© Books for All Ages and Interests
+ Speclat Orders and Mailing Service
» Free Gift Wrapping
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Next I found & book called Bast Grenby, the Evolution of ‘a Ct, Town, by Mé.ry J. Spriﬁgm&n &

Betty Fo Guinen which gave more Connecticut tobacco historys TBefore the begimning of the 20 th
sentury, cigarmakers introduced a fine quality, light colored cigar, It wes wrapped in very lighte
weight, smooth textured, almost odorless {?7) leaves grown on the Indonesian island of Sumatre,
where lowslying olouds shade the fields and keep them humid. Although thess cost ciger manuace
ttﬁxrers more per pound then dark leaves, a pound of them served to wrap more than twice as many
cigarss The light cigars caught the publicts fancy and very soon the market for local tobacco
crops diminisheds” Ct, farmers rose to this challenge with the help of gov't agricultural deptfs
and agents. Ome of these was Marcus L, Floyd who din 1900 assisted with experiments in growing
tobacco under cloth mesh tembing, These experiments were very successfules In the years that foll=
owed tobacco farming prospered in th Ct, river wvalleyes During WWI the boom expanded as “the im=
portation of foreign tobacco virtuslly ceased"ps 293 The price a farmer could get for his crop
went up and this paturally encouraged more farmers to grow more tobaccos When the war .&s over and
commerse went back to normal, there wes toomuch bobacso on the market and prices began to slumpe
While terrifs, production costs, taxes, and disease all caused problems, according to this book
"Worst of all , oigar smoking began to go out of fashion as eigarettes caught the public's fancys'

{p293) It appears that Mr. Relchenbach was rightd

In 1921 the prices the farmers received for their crops dropped by 50%s "By 1922 the prices
for cigar tobacoo were so poor that independant growers were willing to try e cooperitive marketing
venture, even though similar experiments had produced mixed results in the past. They formed the
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Connectiout Valley Tobacco Growers Association with members throughout New Englend.” Divided into
17 disbrictss, " The new assoc. helped its meémbers to sscure benk loens and arrenged for insure
ance companies to cover hail and fire losses. It proved less successful at selling all its mem=
hers! tobacco, primerily because it had no way to stop farmers from produsing more then the dwinde
ling market would beer., In 1925 the associstion warned that denlers and menufacturers alresdy
hed & 3 yro supply of bobacce in their warshouses, when the customary supply eoversd anly one yree

The independant growers coope , which had the potentisl to set prices, made tobacco dealers
and cigar menufacturers uncomfortable, So, sceording to & news acoount, theyr took advantage of
the tobaceco glut to undermine the growers assoc, by purchesing slmost exclusively from farmers
outside the membership or from renegade members who would sell to them directly."” One writer cald
ed the members of the 25800.s o "individualistic, self« sufficient, snd unsuited for cooperative
programs, The Connecticut Valley Tobacco Growers Association succumbed to intermal dissension in
1928, leaving its former members cerrying heavy debt."(pe 293=4)
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The "internal Dissension" mentioned above concernsd certeain policies of the AssoC, & the salée
ries that were being paid., The top salaries were $30,000 a considerable amount in the 1920's,

It was a Mr. Newberry of S. Windsor who first brought up the complaints and asked that the sala-
ries be made public, but it was a meeting held in Wapping on Octe. 27,1924, which was atbended by
some 80 farmers from District #6 -the Manchester-Napping section of the Assoce-that turned the
tide of opinion against the president and general menager of the Assoce - These two men Mr. Alsop
and Mr. Fred B Griffin were forced to resign. Mr. Griffints nephew, also wearing the name Fred
Be Griffin was nice enough to let me look through the scrapbook of elippings kept by his family
following the career of his uncle. His resignation was by no mesns the end of & long and disbine
guished career. It would take mors study to determine where the truth lies in this dispute. The
farmers did not seem to have & good understanding of basic esonomics. They could not be conving=
ed to grow less tobaccos Perhaps the leadership of the organization did not appreciate the diffe
iculties the small farmer was facing. $30,000 was g lot of money in the 1920%s, The farmers didn't
feel they could pay it. Noone seemed to understand the size of the problem. Acocording to an are
ticle in"The Windsor Looks Journal'dated Mar 20,1936, the govlt finally stepped in with an adjuste
ment program that reduced the number of acres being planted, By 1936 tobacco farming in the val=
ley had finally gotten back to the level of1529 which was just 5 that of 1920, Thatt®s how big the
problem wass It's nobt hard to imagine how many farmers must have been forced out of growing
tobacco,

While this does not tell us exactly what happened to the Wepping=Manchsster Warshouse Coe, it
does give us some idea, It's clear that the warchouse was sold after the Assoc. collapsed, but
this was by no meens the end of tobaocco growing in Buckleand. The farmers who managed to hold on
eventually recovered, and under the menagement of Meyer & Mendelsohn Inc. the warchouse became a
successful operation, i

Charlie Glode went to work for Meyer & Mendelschn in 1937, and worked for them for 46 years,
He was nice enough to answer a few questions. Mr., Glode was born on Tolland Tapke. in Buckland
and his wife tells me that when asked he always says that he lives in Buckland, Ct. His parents
were John and Margaret( Dameroth) Glode . They moved to Buckland from the Bromx, N.Y. in 1905
John Glode came to Americe on his own at age 14 from Bennenburg, Westphalia( now part of GErmany)
John Glode worked for the reilrcad ,Margeret Glode operated the farm at home with the help of her
sonse Charlie and his brothers cut ice from & pond near their home and delivered it from 1821
to 1937, Perhaps I can write more about the Glode Ice business in a fubure edition.

Mr. Glode remembers Alfred Mendelschn as & good man to work for. He never met Mr, Meyer. Mrs
Mendelsohn had an apartment in Hartford, and under his direction the warshouse saw it's busiest
years from about 1836 to 1850. There were sometimes 10 or 12 trucks lined up on 4Adams St, waite
ing to unload their tobacco. The warehouse at times had as meny as 130 employees and shipped
tons of tobacto in a year,

The warehouse operation wes not as simple as it looks from the outsidee The long shed on the
side at one time had a glass roof and was used for sorting and grading the tobacco. On the 2nd
floor they "sweat" the tobacco at 106 ® for 6 weeks. The small extension on the front of the
building is the boiler room. It produced heat for the building and steam for the sweating proe-
cess. The tobacco was stored on the 3rd floor. ’

Changes in the economy of course were still at work, and in 1978 the property was sold to
Cadwell?Jones Lac. which was established in/9%Z , and first located on Main St. in Hartford. They
_lster moved to Park Ave, in East Hartford. They are Wholesals dealers. in fertilizers. ..
Visit the John E. Luddy Conu. Valley Tobaocco Museum in Windsor's Northwest Park at 135 lang Rd.

Open T,W,TH,&FR 12:00-4:00 P.M. Ifd like %o say thank you to their ourator Marion M. Nlelson
end to Fred Griffin of Granby, Charlle Glode and Richard Reichembashs £z
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