It's old news that I hope will be good news to you. ) May 1995
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THE HARTMAN TOBASCO PLANTATION \\.E“\\\%W@Géiaﬁd G&rd@ns&”

L. ' T N §1 i68 WOODLAND STREET, MANCHESTER
When I was‘79 and 21 years old, in the 1970's, I worked a’r, Camp + Complete selection of perenaials.
Weodstock in Woodstock, Ct. for the summer, and so drove back znd forth W herbs, bonsai, and tapiary
several times each summer on Rt. 8L to my home in NuJ.. I'm sure the WY - Evergreens, shrubs, vines

thing I remember best about my drive through Connecticut was the sight
of the Hartman Tobacco Plantation in Buckland. Rather suddenly there
were spread out in front of you acres and acres of poles, tent clobth,
tobaceo sheds and tobacso. It was a beautiful sight, and I'm sure

« Ornamental and shade trees

i » Rhododendron, azaleas

= Holiday, house and foliage planis
~ Pottery, soils, tools

< Jackson & Perkins Roses

there are many people from around the country who would say aboul the \‘\\’\ < Gardening Books, Crafts ’Z;//
same thing. Perhaps it made more of an impression on me because, one . © Plantstands, urns, statuarics -
night while babysitting in the 7th grade I had watched the movie "Parris B - SINCE 1939 . v
"Parrish" was produced by Warner Bros. in the 1950's and featured Troy, W?}\

Donahue, Claudette Colbert, Karl Malden,Dean Jagger and others. It wa = N
based on a novel by Mildred Savage, a story about Conn. shade grown I
tobacco. I've been told recently that it wasn't a very good movie, much ’
to my surprise! It could be that I was just a foolish child, Wt I
remember liking it very much, and being very interested in the story and
in the whole process of growing tobacco under cloth; in Connecticut, of
all places. I think I enjoyed the photography. I liked it 21l well
enough to watch it again when I got the chance! I've been told now that
some of the filming was actually done in Buckland, perhaps
from some vantage point on the Buckland Hills.

Now the Wood Memorial Library in Soubh.
Windsor is making the film available
as part of it's year long progran
celebrating $.Windsor's 150th
birthday and 1t's tobacco
heritage. The price is %
$25,00, and anyone inter-

asted in a copy or in

taking a tour of one of

today's tobacco farms .eemmmemmm
shovld give Wood Mem~

orial a call at 289-1783.

There is a copy of Mildred
Savage's book at Whitten Meme oo
orial Library in N,Manchester.
Mildred Savage grew up in Conn.,
but not in the Tobacee Valley., In
spite of this, I think she does a
good Job of telling a tobacco story,
and does it so that someone from some- y,
where else can undsrstand it. How much "{
truth is there behind her story? That
would be very hard to say without a lot

a
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more study, and what might be truth to one person might look very differ ) I
ant to someone else. But, in any case ths book, ths movie, and the drive The.Bucklaz}d Times is also
through on Rt. 8L are all Conn. tobacco from an outsidars nnint of view ravailable in these places.
looking in. Wnat was 1ife 1ike on the plantation for those who lived W,f THE
thera? Who was 1% that made it run successfully for so many years? .
Fortunately wg can ask soxgg of th; veople who }{iu‘e«i.onfw near the }OHN E. LUDDY
vlantation. talked to Charles Kaselauskas, Xenneth Irish Sr, ¢ :

and Wi11lam Paguin’, Richard Reichenbach and Richard Hewteild, mrond- CONNECTICUT VALLEY
son of Adelph Hartwan, For that matter you can ask almost snyona over . TOBACCO MUSEUM
the age of 45 who grew us in Manchester, S:Windsor or Glastonbary an :
ey vt 12 zovs LoLeracen 1 S tateh 5 ne s bt Girle | Do ey AL SOCIETY.

; s & 5 e hate as a hob, dlrty ’

difficult job. I'm sure all of them realize how lucky they were to }&?[’?e DTTeel MENCHESTER, SN .
have that lob every summer to heln them get staried in 1ife. : %@«? Wt Gonch Ma(%{&

For ohildren who erew un in Buckland tobasco was much more a parh  Follosed T
of 1ife. They were surrounded bv % , the plants reaching WAy over : it o
their heads. OQuite often the whole familv worked on tobacco a% mome : B & H,
time durine the vear. The men usually worked vear round, for thas L N '&4"814,
wives 1t was a part time Job, close to home. There were 2 whole ass- : *5{‘{ (78 Wl& % gﬁunhe
ortment of jobs for voung bovs, that were really much easier for a ; e ~ \il\
young bov than for a grown man. Thev ware naid $ or $7 a1 week and : il 218 Hanford R
had the satisfaction of r~ontributine to their families. Of that $7

MARLOW'S

“Firet for Everythlag Sinos 1917~
Downtown kain Streel, Manchestar

PERC FRUIT STAND

1 A LANDMARK SINCE 1927

i 278 OAXLAND ST. o MANCHESTER, CT. 06040
5 EXIT 63 off Rt. 84 « (203) 643-6384

Kenny Irish and his brothers got a 50¢ allowance. With that in hand
they walked all the way to the Realto Theatre in downtown Manchester | o
to see a 5F show that lasted all afternoon. Boys srew un ridine i
the wlantation's horses bareback, swimming, fighine and ice skatine !
st Healv's Pond and started working on tobacco at about age 9 or 10, f
The girls I'm told{not start working on tobacce until about the age
of Th,but 1'd quess that 1f their mother's were working part time
sewing cloth in the spring or sewing leaves to lathes later in the
geason, young girlsg orobably had exitra work to do st home. Kenny
talls me it was a mreat nlace to grow up -"a terrific placs". The
houses on the plantation had no elzctricity, no hot water, only out-
hougses, they were hardly insulated with only a wood stove for heat,
They cut wood on the Will. They hooked thsir radic up to the car
battery. They weren't exvecting more than this, It was stiil a ;
terrific vlace to grow uwo and Kenny Irish has one story afier another :
to gell about the good time s he had with his friends %o prove it.

+%t geems without a doubt there were those who loved working on ths
farm and sort of fell in love with tobacco, too. )

CHARLES & MARIE ¥ING, ownzrs

BOOKS & BIRDS
“Used Books Bought and Sald”
519 B, Middle Tpke. (Rtes. 6 & 44)
Manchester, Connecticut 06040
Gilbert J, Salk, Owner (203) 649-3449
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Tuxedo shop is the house that stood just

south of Andrew healy's, and belonged to

John and Peggy{Healy} Daley.
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ings were put in by Charles Kaselauskas.
Sheds with a cross were burned or blown

very kindly provided by the Town of Man-
down during the 1938 hurricane.
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MAP- the basic street & property map was
This end of Burnham St. is now Pleasant
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JOHN E. LUDDY

CONNECTICUT VALLEY
TOBACCO MUSEUM
Porthwest Park, 135 Lang Road

Windsor, Connecticut 06095
{203} 6B8-3486.
Museum is open March 1st to mid-
December,Tues. ,Wed, ,Thurs. and
Sat, from 12:00 to 4:00P.M.except|
on holdays. Bring a picnic lunch.

upper left- Charles Kaselauskas,Frank Healy,Red Mayor,Joe LaChance 391, Bxit 38, R, 75 N. 1% mile, turn on to Prospect

{ ? ) Ron Daigle ) Hill Road, go 1 mile, turn right on to Lang Road,
Al Weinberg(friend of Dick Newfield)Walt Stankevich follow signs for Northwest Park.

Workers

1310 & 1920 Censuses show John Spillane as Plantation Foreman, and his wife
and some 8 children living in what seems to be the house that stood at the N.W. £
corner of Buckland and Burnham {now Pleasant Valley Rd.) Sts.. This is the
house where Charles 0. Wolcott and Harlow Fowler before him had lived when they
owned and worked the Buckland sandstone guarries. Jim Quinn and family later
lived here. Other Hartman employees from those early vears are harder to track
down, By the late 1920's there were a group of families that had moved to the

MINIT-MAN PRINTING

LOW COST PRINTING - ONLY MINITS AWAY....

DR BRONG B £377
» Butlness Lards

+ Hallsoery %Q%J‘% ?7?

Plantation or near it, many of whom lived in company houses, who stayed for ] + ubber Slamps

many years. They raised their children and in some cases as with the families ] + Enveopes FAXE SR
of Frank& Stella Butkus, James & Ella Quinn and "John" McDonald their grand- | ctameghles 0 CENTER STREET, MANCHERTER
children were born and raised on the farm as well. These families did the year- !Lz « ol Ll Paafy 1Acrose From Wikes Stesk House)
round work needed to keep the farm rumning, acted as foreman and sometimes had Tee Shtls B

their own areas of responsibility (see list below). Many supplies arrived at R 1L COPES « FAX + OFFSET PRITING + COLOR COPIES

the Buckland train depot before the season began,manure from Georgia horse
faxms, charcoal from Woostock, Ct. ,which had to be shoveled into burlap bags

{ used for "firing" the sheds in the fall)tent cloth in rolls, poles, fertiliz=
er or the ingredients for fertilizer when they later mixed it on the farm them-
selves. In the winter months equipment had to be repaired, the horses cared
for, When tractors later came into general use there developed a junk yard us-
ed for parts. Some of you city folk have wondered what those junk piles were
that seem to go with every old farm. The Farmal tractor eventually was settlsd
on as the most useful. Seasonal workers arrived in the Spring. There was a
boarding house off Burnham St. for the men and later one for the women on the
“Smith Farm section of the farm at the corner of Smith and Clark Sts. and there
were 5 shacks that had been built on the west side of Buckland St. for Spanish
workers during WWI (Spain was the only European country not involved in the war) @
These were later moved to the Upper Farm on the Buckland Hills for African 2m- |
erican college students from Georgia who had become part of the summer work crew:
There were 5 more of these shacks behind the houses on the south side of Burn~ |

ham St.where some of the year-round work crew lived. Each boarding house had ;m Rt.44 in" )
it's own cook. Bob Robinson, who had come up from the South as one of those . Govenkry - Wed.,Thur.,Fri.
Georgia college students decided to stay and lived in one of the 5 shacks on ecross from Highland Park
the hill and cooked for the rest of the Upper Farm crew, That shack eventually | [Brket - &t..& Sun. at
burned down - too much cookin' I would guess. . Memory Lames Countryside
- antia

The Year-round Work Crew 4 'ﬁn‘;%‘le Se .
Andrew Healy -{wife Sarah)- Plantation Superintendent Pes © Sdzgis,f(eélyvdilgsr Sausage &
Tom Hickey ~{ )= Upper Hill Superintendent ! ﬁogpzii;.ks pe & pickdes, wld &

Howard Erickson -{Helen)- Smith Farm Superitendent

James Quinn -{Blla}- Asst. Super., bookkeeper & mechanic

"Big"Max Dzura {Mary)- in charge of the tobacco beds

"Big JOe"Kaselauskas ~{Julia)~ in charge of the tobacco in the fields

Joe Mitkus —{BEva) -in charge of some sheds, txuck driver,.sorting inspector

Al Lachance~ {Pricilla)- sheds, boss of the women's crew

"Barney Faley" Baltus Daltuva- field boss

"Andy" Clarence Derrick- truck driver, hauled whatever was needed, saw horses,

cloth, water,tec,

Howard Cummings— {Stella{- in charge of the barn and the horses,Lower Farm

Frank Butkus(Stella)- general hand

Stanley Butkus-{ANMA}- The"Best" tractor driver

Ignacy Morawski-(Mary)~ general hand

Arthur J.Polyott- {(Merta)- teamster

Dyer Carroll- { » }- teamster

"John" Laucklan McDonald- (Margaret)- teamster

"Holli" Hollis C.Mayor- (Helen,also called Dolly)~ general hand

Nathan Irish- (Jessie)- in charge of the barn, later a general hand

Mrs, Stella Zeleskis- {a widow)- the whole family worked., XKnown by scme as

the hardest working woman on the farm.

Paul Stankovich- general hand

Truman Armis~ maintenance man

Hilinski~ maintenance, carpenter,stone mason i

Emma Glode- She eventually took Al Lachance's job as the boss of the woman's crew. She was the first woman
on the Plantation to have a supervisory job. I'm told she would have been promoted by Andrew Healy and it
seems no one doubted her ability to do the job. Dick Newfield and Charliie Kasela a very hard work-~
ing .and competent woman. L 55

In bad weather I'11 be working
on. . .Family History Research, ,
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ALBERT NEWFIELD HARTFORD. CONN.
Chairman of Board of Directors

Samuel & adolnh Haptman were born in Uermany in 1897% and 1789, and name to Amerieca

in 1877 and'7h ressectivelv, accordine to 1900 census records. hev lived in N, Y,
#ipst and becams acquainbed with the fobs iﬁduauwv there, but the firm of A&S .,
Hapbman was established in Manchester in 1 5 S0 gavs an article in the trade journal
"Tobacos” dated 1928. The storvite the eight) about Adoloh Hartman tells a slishtlv
differant story in details, but in encr=3 the same ghorv with the lmmortant - dditicn
of their narents names, Jdacob and foge, in bhe 18967 Manvhester City Direct the
business was listed as A.&5. Hartman, packers and deslers in Conn, Seed Leaf lobacco,
5k N.Main, Bub, at first it seems to have been mainly a Dry Goods Store across from
the Train Depot. Richard Newfield , Adolph 't Hartman's grandson was born in 1914 and
went to worl at the Buckland Plantation at about ags 16 {after he had bought himself
a $75 car). When I called he said he'd be very happy to talk about the Plantation.
The story he was told about the oegipnlnbs of the business goes like this. Adolph
Hartman's dry goods store took a tobacco crop from a local farmer as payment of a debt.
Doing business in this way was still guite common in those days. To make good on this
Adolph packed samples of the tobacco and set out to visit every cigar maker he could
d that crop and lsarned in the process that there was a need for this,
service and that he made a better profit at it than could be made in the Dry
Goods business. The 1900 U.8.0ensus shows Adolph living at 52 N.Main with his wife
Mary, son Custave and daughter Francis {labter the wife of Albert Newfield), and his
mother- in-law Fannie HSoyn (Zsp.) Samuel lived down the stresfat 76 N.Main with wife
Jennie and son Maurice. Mary and Jennie were sisters from N.Y,. By the end of 1901
samuel and family had woved to hawtiord and the brothers had made the decision to be
among the first to invest and venbturs into the very new process of growing “shade
tobacco™ in the Conn. River Valley. The very first acre had been successfully

grown and sold Lni900. In Jan the Hartmans bouzht about 71 acres in Buckland,

some of which stretched into S 2 und Burnham and Buckland Sts. This sec-
tion of Burnham $t. is now called Pl ant Valley &d. The land was purchased from
Cirles 0, Wolcott, Paul Hruby and Li an Newberry. The early years could not have

been easy, experiment, development, trial & error must have been the rule. The ups
and downs of this period can easily bs seen in this 1list, also found in "Tobacco'.
The Hartmans must have had a let of faith in the idea, because during those years
Samuel's son Maurice, and Adolp}? son aw Albert Newfield were taken into the
partnership. In 1906 Adolph's sorns Bmanuel & Gustave formed a successful pariner-
ship known as Steane, Hartman & Co. with I.J.Steane, Frank H. Whipple and Alfred A.
O1lds. Apparently the corner was turned and success firmly established about 1910,
The A. & $.Hartman Co., then known as the Conn. Sumatra Tobacco Co. expanded thelr
acreage in and around Buckland from 1910-17 leasing and buying some 279 acres.

These might be called the boom years, which were followed by the hard years of 1920's
and 30's. Also during these ysars the founders of the Co., Samuel died in 1925 and
Adolph died in 1927. The shade tobscco farmers, who were al-
most entirely large farmers &Pd corporations seem to have

s

Growth of Shade-Grown Industry

s ‘ The following figures present raphic pic
fared much better in the 20%s than 4id the small @ﬂéepeﬂdantlmeofmeummmmegmwmxn;w&nwo?
broadleaf farmers. Almost al; of these had joined the Gonn, Counesticut shade wrappers:

N N Year Acrea,
Valley Tobacco Grower's Asscc. in 1922, The wmarket for Conn. 1000 ... e %“

Broadleaf tobacco seems to have all but disappeared for sever gy
al years during the 1920%s. This doas not seem to have been 1003
true of the shade tobacce markst. Shade ferming required a
large investmeni because of neccesary poles, tents and equip-
ment. You had to have considerable financial backlg to get
into that business. That backing was probably critical dur-
ing lean years., In March 1928 A.&3.Hartman Jo., Steans, Hart |
man & Co., and Sol Kohn & Coo {Soloman & Jorome Kohn being
nephews of A.&3. Hartman) merged under the name The Hartman
Tobaceo Cao, with Albert Newfield azs Chairman of ths Board,
This was the event that was repvorted on in the 1928 article
n the "Tobacoe” journal with ths vhotos above., Sol Xohn &
Up, later became indevendant apain, but in 1928 they were
apparentiynow in the vosition to sxvand thelr screase again
teasing from nelghboring broadieal farmers who had just been
released from their 5 yr. contracts with the Assoc.. This may have been somethlng
like a fire sale, with the small farmers needing to pay off their creditors in order
to survive and they may have been grateful for the opportunity to lease their fields
right then. One of those neighboring farmers ,who had bought his farm in 190f was - ¢

é@‘
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MAURICE HARTMAN

‘Treasurer
==the Hartford Courant-*

Death Claims
Well-Known
- Tobacco Man!

: Feb. 18, 1927 :

-Adoiph Hariman, Pmmh:

! npent Among Cenn. Val-!
fey Growers, Smckeﬂ
Suddenb in Florida

’ Ado‘ph Harimin, M. for mn\y seary
& resident .of this city. and prominert
in Connecticut Talley iobnecs circles,
Aled Wednesdsy tn Hollyweod. F’londn, .
following & eudden heart atteck.

A% the time of his death, Mr, }f:rt«
man way senlor member of the ﬂrm!
of A & 8. Biertmen of this city: ¥
_mue born.in Austrig, the ben of Jacol

“and Rosa Hatiman - coming
: United Btates st the age ol 12 ye :
s settled in Manchester and In 1885
beceme’ engaged’ in the tabacce Busle’
ness, e moved to Hariford in 1800,
Decoming the henlar patiner i the |
new ii*m ot A, & 8. Hartman. with
uhlri"m remeined associated Ul his -
de O
“iiokeer Iy hlade Growing.

_.-Many yeats ago the firm of & & &
‘Hartman raised the J(rit shade grown
{ tobacco in this tersitory. - 'The aystem
hes spread and {8 now quite generally |
{in uee ‘where it la desired. 10 growv
{erpecinlly highegrade tobates. ,
i, 8ince the death of his wile,
; Hariman Med mede his ome with lm;
| daughter, AMrw . Albert Newlield, wife:
)of Representative Newfield, at No, 300!

- Ngrth Osford atreet.  Mr. Hartman left”

1 Hariford - Janusry 31, inteng. ng w
‘kpend the winter in Piorida.

Besides_bis daughter, Mra Newfield.
he legres one s, Emsnuel B Hart.
man of N&: 163 Norih”Oslard sfreat,
r‘vo grandchiidren and owe prother,

Hn-mmn of New York. and two
atsle’t s, Henneh Hartman of Bere
tin, Germany and Mrs, Theress Kohn
of New York, * 5

For many years hr. Haptman waq a
member of Congragafion Beih Israel-
tnd ok an ective And enargeile e
terest tn Tta behall, He was s-member |
of the Tumbie. Brook Country Ciub. i

i The Body will be brought to Hartiord |
, for buriaj. Wk
take | place Triesday

1t expected. Wil

- mued p. 6
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The Work Day '

Work started at 7:00 AM when they gathered at the garage and work was handed out for the day. It did get
hot. The tenting was intended to create an environment 1ike that on the Indonesian Island of Sumatra. Water
was regularly brought out to the fields for the workers. This was one of the first jobs for the young boys.
Perhaps it was the thought of a dip in Healy's pond that kept them going. They worked reqularly until 5:00
PM with a % hour lunch break, 6 days a week, 50¢ extra for kids if they worked on Sundays. Once a week a
big car from Hartford would come around with their pay - on their lunch break so they wouldn't be wasting
any work time. Once in a while the big boss Albert Newfield would come avound to check on things. The yourw
farm hands naturally called him Yold man Newfield" although he couldn't have been very old at the time, and -
they were impressed by his car and the way he dressed but they can't agree on what kind of car it was.

Some jobs required odd hours, but were regarded as part of the regular fariroutine. Sterilizing the tm-
baceo beds went on around the clock once the boller was fired up. Watching the sheds while they were being
fired in the fall meant an all night shift. Spearing the hroadleaf tobacco on the upper farm went on until
the job was done. Children were calléd out of school in the late fall when there was a "damp” (damp weather
that allowed the tobacco to be taken down from the sheds without crumbling). It was cold in those shedsby
then , but everyone worked late to get the job done while the weather held.

Kenneth Irish

There were 2 Irish families in Buckland in the 1320's, one listed in the City Directories in Meekville,
and the family of Nathan Irish . They moved to Buckland from the Raddon Tobacco farm in Windsorville about
1927, and lived in several places before settling in one of the company houses off Burnham St.. Xenny Irish
says that his father was born in Scotland, Ct. and that the family has Scots origins . {T warned you in the
last issue that it's not easy to sort out the Scots and the Irish! In fact people crossed back and forth
across the Irish Sea through the centuries about as often as they thought it was necessary.) However, the
1920 U.S.census says that Nathan was born in Rhode Tsland - there are always surprises in family history.
sometimes it's difficult to discover exactly what the truth is, Rerny's mother, Jessie was born in Williman-
tic. It was a second marriage for both of them , so along with XKenny horn in 1216 and his brothers Wally and
Earnie there were 2 step brothers and 2 step sisters. Nathan was nearing retirement age,but in those days
you generally did not retire, you took on an easier job. There was plenty of work to do of all kinds on the
Plantation. The family lived and worked on the Plantation for several very happy yvears according to Kenny.
When Nathan died in 1933 the family moved to N.Schcol St.. Kemny wanted to point out that there was another
important job in the village of Buckland in those days. He remembers the man who dug his fathers grave,and
he remembered that he lived on N.Main St.. I found him in the City Directory -Roy S. Nash -caretaker B.Cem-
etary 729 N.Main. It was done by hand then of course. Kemmy understands appreciates that very well because
he worked for the Town of Manchester Parks Dept. for vears. He also wanted to be sure that "Pop Stein”
was remembered. This must have been Edward Stein who lived on Adams St, near the entrance to what was Man-
chester Sand and Gravel., According to the Directories, he was a weaver during his working years at the Hill-
jard Mill. Kenny remembers him for sponsoring Buckland's sports teams, donating uniforms and buying ice
cresm after the games. Charles Kaselauskas remembers him heing called the mayor of Buckland! When I told
Kenny that the Southergill brothers had told me that when they were going to Buckland school they never had
enough boys to make up a sports team and that their school teams always included some girls, Kenny said, "Not
in his day." But he did remember that Irene Buckland, one of their teachers had been the boys basketball
coach. Charles would like to add that she led their team to the 8th District championship one year. Girls
didn't ply basketball in Conn. in those days! She was well respected, well liked and nice looking,too from
what I've heard, but very tough as I'm sure she needed to be. Kemny remembers she had a very definite way of
handling even the biggest most unruley young men, no problem. I guess playing hookie was something she
couldn't put a stop to. I would guess that it was just too hard to resist the ice skating, swimming or fish
ing at Healy's pond and other adventures. Truant officer James{?} Duffy knew where to find those boys, but
was not fast enough to catch them! They always got their punishment the next day any way, when they showed
up at school - a price they were willing to pay. Kemny also mentioned several times that some of the prett-
iest girls in town grew up in Buckland, and he seemed tc mean every word of itif §

Richard Reichenbach

Richie Richenbach remembers walking all the way to Center Springs Park to go ice skating, because they
had music there { as far as I know he wasn't playing hockie}. They also walked all the way to Concordia Luth-
eran Church on Winter St. when they wanted to save the trolley fare for ice cream. I think farm life must
have agreed with these children. B3s told in the "B.T.#3" the Reichenbachs lived on Deming St, in So. Wind-
sor. Up on the Buckland Hills the Hartman PLantation stretched into So.Windsor all the way to the south side
of Deming St. just across the street from the Reichenbach farm. There ave still three houses there today
that were owned by the Plantation. These may be the only Hartman buildings still standing aside from a few
sheds still standing near Smith St.{ Hartman sheds were painted red}. Tom Hickey who was boss of the “Upper
Farm" sometimes called Hickey's hill in the 1920's, lived in one of those houses., Dyer Carrol's family livs
ed in anotHer{Leslie"Chic" Carroll's family). The Hilinskis 1ived in the 3rd. When Richie and his father
weren't working on their own farm they worked under Tom Hickey on the Plantation. They would be called on
whenever extra help was needed. Richie remembers starting work at age 9 or 10 for 90¢ a day, but after a
near accident he was paid an extra 50¢ to make sure the horses were properly hitched up. The Upper Farm had
it's mm barn and 8 or 10 horses as well as it's own tobacco beds, shedgwell and pump house, and the 5 shack:
for summer help, There was also a house and a root cellar near a place where stones had been cut as part of
the gquarry operation. The only family anyone remembers living there was an Avery family.

The Reichenbach family was also délivering milk which meant picking up milk from the farmers. There were
many small farmers who had 5 or 6 cows pastured on otherwise useless iand., They bought milk bottles by the
case with their names on them( some can still be found in antique shops, and one can be seen at Fanny's on
Main St.}. His mother cleaned the bottles, they were filled and set in concrete tanks in the basement f£ill-




ed with ice water, They were up at 3:00 AM to start their route. “How did you manage to do all this?", I
asked. I think I asked him the seme thing the last time I talked to him. "We were young.” he said. "It
wasn't a problem.”
Charles Ragelauskas

Charles Kaselauskas grew up across Buckland St. from the main buildings of the Lower Farm. His
father Joe worked there from about 1914 to 19506, There are probably many people in town who worked under
him at one time or ancther. His mother Julia worked with the women's crew as needed. Charlie started work-
on tobacco at about age ¢, carrying water and picking up dropped tobacco leaves., He worked there until the
age of 20 when he webt to work for Underwood in Hartford, and later Pratt & Whitney.. His family lived on 7%
acres that Joe bought from Rudolf Rymarzick in 1917. Rkudolf Rymarzick was a weaver at the Hilliard Mill,
and had bought the land in 1901 from Fredrick C. Hagedorn. It was probably Mr. Hagedorn who built the house
and barn. Charlie built his own house in 1940 to the north of the old house and barn. The boys who grew up
on the Plantation were Charlie's friemds and schoolmates. He is another one of the few still around to tell
us about the old Buckland school, The Plantation, the old quarry, Healy's pond and the hills were their
neighborhcod, and they knew it very well. As told in the "B.T."#5 Charlie's family came from Lithuania, his
father in"¥#901, and his mother in 1911 according to 1920 census records. Charlie helped me put the map to-
gether, and the list of workers and provided the picture above. He alsc managed to decode some of the 1920
Census records. Apparently the Census taker s having some trouble with eastern European accents and pro-
mnciations which an American camnot easily understand. Below are some of the names you'll find in the 1920
census and Charlie's transiation: Bucust ~Butkus Zambar - Zaremba Zelliski -Zeleski

Chabong - Chaponis Mack Juda - Max Dzura.

The Census taker seems to have glven up complel: on Charlie‘s last name writing only Chatw~——~. . This
kind of thing is important to someone looking for records, because someone like Charlie would never find his
fathers name in the Census soundex index. In the index to deeds at the Town Hall I found his last name
spelled 6 different ways. I keep wondering if I'm selling it correctly! He confirms that Polish, Lithuan-
ian and Russian names were very common in Buckland in the 1920's and 30's. Some names were changed eventual-
1y to something Americans could pronounce and speli. Some Lithuanian names were transformed to a Polish

spelling. I guess everyone felt the influence. Charlie's classmate Francis Clifford Healy eventually decid-

ed he wanted to ke known as Frank Jocseph Healy! Before coming to America Joe Kaselauskas served his two vrs
compulsory service in the Russian m ary, but his brother, Charlie’s uncle Charles came beforshand to a-
void that service. He lived for several years on N.Main St.. Richie Reichenbach(Stanley Waldron calls him
Richie, so I thought it might be all right) says the story in his family was similar. His father and 4
brothers menaged to find their way out of Lithuania before the age of 18 by using the standard bribe of one
fattened goose for each border gaurde along the way. One brother stayed behind too long and payed the price
» spending several years in a Russian labor camp before finally escaping., I know it's hard for me to im-~
agine that one of my great grandfathers, and all of his brothers and sisters spoke with an English accent.
I'm sure it's very hard for children today to imagine what it was like when there was such a variety of ac-
cents in Buckland and harder still to imagine what it was like when most of these pecple spoke no English at
all. Children were on there own I would guess with their school work. In fact I've been told the children
sometimes helped their parents to learn English. Some of their parents had been deprived of any formal ed-
ucation by the Russian government, Without a doubt they were happy to be free and safe and wgrking on the
Hartman plantation, a terrific place for kids to grow up.Each new vear brought a new begimning to a story in
which almost anything could happen and sometimes did. The process was facinating and the work challenging.
Emil Mulmite, of Mulnite Farms says they expect to use 1 million plants on 80 acres of shade tobacco, It
big jobi )
If you would like a subscription or old issues of the"Buckland Times" sent to scmeond write to me Sue Way at
180% Center St., Manchester, Ct. 06040-5000.
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Street - 1995~ #8 -11 $3.00
Town B

Jremiah Healy..In 1928 he leased 19 acres to the Hartmans. Back in 1922 his son Andrew J.Healy had been give
en the position of Superintendent of the Buckland Plantation, a job he held for at least 25 years. Albert
Newfield was now Chairman of the Board, and the "big Boss" to the men in the fields, His son Richard tells
me that his father was born near the Austrian - Hungarian border. The name was spelled Neufeld in German.
The family came to America when Albert was about 4 yrs. old. He became an engraver by trade, and at some
point in time lived in Manchester. He sang on the concert stage as a baritone, and he came to play a major
role in the success of the Hartman Tobacco Co,. Throughout it's history the company was among the largest
growers in Connmecticut, with other farms in Suffield, Enfield, and Z farms in Windsor. The Buckland Plan-
tation at it's largest included about 560 acres. They continued to grow tobacco in Buckland until 1977, for
a total of 75 yrs. of growing tobacce, and giving travelers something to wonder at as they passed by on RE.
84, I wonder just how many just had to get off the highway to find out what was growing under those tents?
Now how do you suppose the Hartmans and the Newfields happened to come to Manchester? They were probably

t

among the first Jewish families to settie in Manchester, but how did they happen to come here? This I think

would make a good subject for ancther edition of the"Buckland Times".
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