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Walking Tour Map

The numbered locations on the Walking Tour Map (above) correspond to the buildings described in the text below.

Spinning, c. 1925 The Cheney Brothers Historic District was designated a National Historic Landmark by the United States Department of the Interior in 1978.

Cheney Mills Self-Guided Walking Tour

It is not feasible for us to walk the entive historic district; consequently we have
centered on portions of the ntill aren and the west side. The towr begins while you are
driving west on Hartford Read. To your right and left you will see:

1. CHENEY FAMILY HOMES, c. late 19th-early 20th centuries. Thirteen family
homes stand facing the GREAT LAWN on both FOREST STREET and HARTFORD
ROAD. At least three (#20 Hartford Road and #s5 40 and 50 Forest Street) were
designed by the noted American architect Charles Adam Platt, a Cheney family
member. Just beyond the GREAT LAWN on your left you will see the:

2. CHENEY HOMESTEAD, 106 HARTFORD ROAD, c. 1785. This family homes-
tead was built by Timothy Cheney, a well-known 18th century clockmaker and
grandfather of the founders of the mills. It is open to the public on Thursdays and
Sundays from 1:00 te 5:00 p.m. Next to it stands:

3. 130 HARTFORD ROAD, c. 1890. Among other uses, this building served as the
first Cheney vocational school, where young people could study textiles in preparation
for jobs in the mills. Next to it is: .

4. CHENEY OFFICE BUILDING, 146 HARTFORD ROAD, c. 1910. This building
replaced one built in 1857, and served as the main office building throughout the firm's

11. RIBBON MILL, 162 PINE STREET, ¢. 1907, 09. In addition to ribbon, workers
made the famous “Cheney Cravats" (neckties) in this building. Cross the strect,
proceed north on PINE ta PLEASANT STREET. Turn west and walk down about 25
yards. On the north side of the street stands the:

12. PUBLIC BATH HOUSE, 27-29 PLEASANT STREET, ¢. 1913. Though the build-
ing has been modified, the separate entrances for men and women are apparant. Now
walk down PLEASANT and turn north on BEECH STREET. You are now beginning to
explore a portion of the:

13. WEST SIDE WORKER'S NEIGHBORHOOD, c. 1880-1920. This area is
composed of over 100 single, two, and three-family houses. Note the variety of housing
styles, several of which conform to the Arts and Crafts and Craftsmen styles popular at
the time. These were immigrant neighborhoods as you can see from the chart in the
brief history, Proceed north on BEECH, turn west on HIGH, walk to CEDAR where

you will turn south until you get to PLEASANT. Walk west and turn south on

COOPER. The homes on these streets will give you the flavor of a turn-of-the-century
working class neighborhood. At the end of COOPER STREET turn east on COOPER
HILL and to your left stand the Cheneys' first and last ventures tnfo education.

14. CHENEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 126 CEDAR STREET, c. 1859. This build-
ing served as a school for Cheney children and children of some of their workers in the
late 19th - early 20th century. The building currently serves as the Manchester
Historical Society’s Museum.

15. THE WASHINGTON SCHOOL, 94 CEDAR STREET, c. 1914, was built with
bonds guaranteed by Cheney Brothers. Continue east on COOPER HILL STREET and
an aptly named SAW TOOTHED ROOF will appear on your left, so named for its
shape which permitted more natural light to flood the factory floor. This is the:

16. VELVET WEAVE SHED, 182 PINE STREET, ¢. 1914. At the same time looming

existence. New workers recetved their first exposure to the mills in the employment A Cheney Worker’s Famlly, c. 1925
office maintained in this building Now turn right on PINE STREET and
park beside:
5. CHENEY HALL, 177 HARTFORD ROAD, c. 1867. Designed by Boston architect
Hammat Billings, this building served as the area’s community center for more than Mapv o South Manchester — 1869
five decades. Now walk north on ELM STREET to the: P f
6. CLOCKTOWER SPINNING MILL, 63 ELM STREET, DT - Wi o varkartsase
c. 1870-1900. This was the first mill building erected north of w /
HARTFORD ROAD. Farther north are the: B B " s o ',r-,,,,,
= : & : n"hgu:]-' @ frothery
7. WEAVING MILLS, 91 ELM STREET, c. 1896, 97, 98. This trthers ®

three story, 215,000 square foot structure is the largest mill build- L hivitng

ing in the district. North, on the west side of ELM STREET, . ]
are the: Al w

Frury Hpollieny 3
8. SILK VAULT AND FREIGHT CAR STOREHOUSE, 110 ] )

ELM STREET, c. 1919, built following an attempted robbery of [FrER TS
raw silk. The SOUTH MANCHESTER RAILROAD, c. 1869,
was built by the firm to connect Cheney Brothers with the New
York, New Haven, and Hnrrford railroad less than two miles to the 5
north. Now turn around, walk back down ELM STREET and turn .,;4',_: e ‘\ ’ o5
right on FOREST STREET. On your right you will see the: i
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9. MACHINE SHOP, 199 FOREST STREET, c. 1903, 0. |/;ilef 3
Machinists, plumbers, painters, carpenters, and countless other -
waorkers performed the essential auxillary services required by
a large textile mill. Across the street is the: =@

"~

10. VELVET MILL, 60 ELM STREET, c. 1901-02. Cheney velvets [ y
were among the company’s most famous products. Continue T |

walking west on FOREST STREET and turn right on PINE ivitéigens)) / g
STREET. Across the sireet you will see: { ou g g(.r':nyrf:y
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| up on the north side of COOPER HILL, is the:

17. DYE HOUSE, 31 COOPER HILL STREET, c. 1914. Now
turn south on PINE STREET and you will walk past the:

18. YARN MILL, 210 PINE STREET, c. 1911. Farther south the
tour will conclude at the:

19. PINE STREET FIRE HOUSE, 230 PINE STREET, c. 1897,
which housed the Cheney Volunteer fire department. Currently,
the building is home to the museum of the Connecticuet Firemen's
Historical Society and is open to the public during spring and
summer Saturday and Sunday afternoons.

Your car is parked across PINE STREET in the parking lot of
CHENEY HALL. We hope your walk has been enjoyable and
educational. Perhaps you will wish to explore further. Drive west
on HARTFORD ROAD, turn north on WEST STREET, and
examine some of the early 20th century neighborhoods on such
streets as WEST and FAIRFIELD. Or travel east on HARTFORD
ROAD, Keep going through MAIN STREET and turn north on
SPRUCE STREET. Here is another immigrant neighborhood of
the post-Civil War era which can be seen on such streets as
SCHOOL, WELLS, ELDRIDGE, OAK, and MAPLE. Read more
about your community in the bibliography. We hope your desire
to learn about your community never wanes.
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The Cheney Brothers National Historic District

The Cheney Brothers National Historic District (approximately 175 acres) includes all of the
former Cheney Mills (some converted to apartments), the 18th century Cheney Family
Homestead (a museum), several 19th century mansions, Cheney Hall, schools, churches, etc.
The District also includes 275 homes which were built by the Cheney Brothers for employees.
An effort is being made to further expand the District to include more of the Cheney properties.

The Cheney Brothers National Historic District Commission protects and preserves this
important link to Manchester's past — an excellent example of the industrial revolution in the
United States. Through preservation, control and education, this remarkable area will be of

interest to all future generations.

The Commission was appointed by Manchester’s Board of Directors in 1978 — the same year
the Landmark District received its designation from the LS. Department of the Interior. The
Commission is advisory to the Board of Directors, the Planning and Zoning Commission and
other town agencies on matters concerning appropriate construction and architectural design.
An additional goal of the Commission is to provide educational information to the public. The
Commission is always open to your suggestions. Call the Town Manager's office for the names

of Commission officials.
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Cheney Hall, c. Early 20th Century



