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MANCHESTER’S
STEADY GROWTH

Due to Prosperous Industries and Good Transpor-
tation Facilittes.

ORIGINAL VILLAGES GROWING INTO ONE LARGE
COMMUNITY.

Central Post Office Building Soon to Be Erected at Cost of
$75,000 to $100,000.

The town of Manchester is modest,
It has ever been unobtrusive. Quietly
it has gone about its work, asking
few favors from outsiders, attending

strictly to its own business and

glorying not in its achievements. It
has spent its public money conserva-
tively and kept its taxes low. The
rate this year is nine and a half mills
on the dollar. It has avoided heavy

debts. Its present indebtedness of
only $85,000 as compared with
its grand list of $18,000,000 is insig-
nificant. This debt is funded at four
per cent and is being reduced $5,000
every year. But though careful in
expenditures and not given to ex-
travagant display, Manchester has
not denied itself the necessities, nor
the comforts of life. A glance
through the pages of this paper will
reveal living conditions of excep-

tional comfort and healthfulness.
The statistics of the state board of
health show that the death rate per
thousand in Manchester is lower than
that of any town in the state of
equal size or larger. This has been
true for several successive years.
The last census, taken in 1910,
gave DManchester a population et
13,641. A conservative estimate at
the present time places the popula-
tion between 15,000 and 16,000.
Manchester is a patch of land five
miles sguare located on the eastern
foothills of the Connecticut valley

. .

climb and descend when going from
one side of the town to the other
has been cut down and graded to
either side and the sandy road of the
olden days has been replaced by the
modern macadam. More than that,
a trolley line has been established
connecting the two sides of the town
with cars running every 15 minutes.
Now on the very apex of the divide
the leading fraternities are establish-
ing their halls for the accommoda-
tion of members on both sides of the
town; and there, too, the United
States government has bought a site
for a post office building soon to be
erected at a cost of $75,000 to
$100,000. This post office will stand
at the geographical center of the
town and will serve all four guar-
ters.

Each of the two sides of this divid-
ing ridge has had advantages over
the other, and in the process of the

American Writing Paper Company's Plant

town’s growth sometimes one side
and sometimes the other has led in
the race. The north half ecaught the
railroad; the south half caught the
silk industry. The silk industry
without a railroad grew faster than
the north side industries with one,
and now the south side leads in
population by the ratio of three to
one. But the north side is looking
up and it is probable that 20 years
hence the balance will again be
nearly even. Manufacturing seeks
good transportation facilities and is
leaving the waterways to get along-
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PAPER MAKING AT
OAKLAND VILLAGE.

Model Plant of American Writing
Paper Company.

HAS LONG HISTORY AND GIVES
STEADY WORK.

Formerly Made Fine Writing Paper.
New Home of Celebrated
Herculean Covers.

While Manchester is celebrated
chiefly for its silk industry, it has
also from its beginning held an im-

portant place in the paper {trade.

Nearly all kinds of paper have been

made in this town, from the news
print on which was printed the Con-
necticut Courant containing the news
of the battle of Lexington up to the
finest bond papers at one time made
by Hudson & Cheney at the Oakland
paper mill. Nearly every grade of
paper has at one time or another
been made in Manchester. The finest
grades have always had their home
at the Oakland mill. This mill is
located on the Hockanum river in a
most picturesque locality. It was
first used as a paper mill in 1832
when Henry Hudson of Hartford pur-

it
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years, three generations being en-
gaged in the business. William and
Philip W. Hudson, sons of Aelanc-
thon Hudson, were the last of this
family to be connected with the prop-
erty. During the later years of their
management Cheney Brothers were
associated with them and large gov-
ernment orders for fine papers were
filled. The mill was put in first class
condition and the village was beau-
tified. The landscape features iniro-
duced at that time have since ripened
and now the village of Oakland, with
its grand old trees and broad lawns,
is one of the most beautiful sections
of the town.

The Oakland Paper company suc-
ceeded the Hudsons and the mill was
for many years operated by this com-
pany under the management of
Nathan T. Pulsifer, and had a large
trade in writing and envelope papers.
In 1899 the American Writing Paper
company, which was formed to fake
over a chain of paper mills, bought
the Oakland mill and R. G. Campbell
was made local manager. Since that
time the mill has been practically re-
built, wooden buildings being re-
placed with brick. At the present
time & new machine room is in
process of construction. Under the
ownership of the American Writing
Paper company this mill has special-
ized in cover papers. It is the home
of the celebrated Herculean covers
which have a world-wide reputation.
It has been one of the most staple
of Manchester’s indusiries, as since
the American Writing Paper com-
pany tool:it, it
tinuously on pra:ctic.nlly full time. It
employs 60 hands and produces three
and one-half tons of cover papers a
day. Its goods find a market all
over the world.

Post Offices in Manchester.

The town of Manchester has at
present five post offices, located at
Manchester, South Manchester, High-
land Park, Manchester Green and
Buckland. The post office at Man-
chester Green is the oldest in town
and for many years was the only
one. It was established in 1808 and
until the town was incorporated in
1823 it bore the name of Orford
parish. It was then changed to Man-
chester and was made Manchesier
Green about 1883,

The next post office in town was
at Buckland in 1840, It remains
unchanged and in practically the
same location today.

A post office was established at
Oakland in 1841. It remained there
until the completion of the railroad
in 1850. Then it was moved to what
was then known as TUnion village,
near the depot, and the name was
changed to Manchester station. It
was subsequently changed to North

has heen run con-
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the post office, and the post office
which had been called Manchester
was renamed Manchester Green. This
change was made about 1883.

The South Manchester post office
was established in 1851 and has
made the most rapid growth of all
In 1905 it did a business of over
$10,000 and was entitled thereby to
carrier delivery., This was estab-
lished February 1, 1906. From that
time to this the business of the office
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Gakland Bridge, Near American Writing Paper Conpany's Plant

has continued to increase until now
it amounts to about $25,000 a year.
The force employed inecludes the
postmaster, assistant postmaster,
four eclerks, six ecarriers, two sub-
stitutes and two rural free delivery
carriers,

The Highland Park post office was
the latest to be established. It be-
gan business July 1, 1889%. B. S.
Carrier has been postmaster since
1906.

TOBACCO GROWING

A Frofitable Industry Which Is
Extending Rapidly in West Part
of Manchester,

Manchester is located within six

miles of the most fertile tract
of tobaceo land in the TUnited
States. It is said that the to-
bacco grown in a certain dis-

triet of South Windsor commands a
higher price in the market than any
tobacco raised in the United States.
‘While small tracts of tobacco have
been raised in Manchester for many
years, it is only recently that it has

been discovered that much of the
land in the western part of the town
can be used profitably for that pur-
pose. Whereas ten years ago there
was probably less than 40 acres of
land in Manchester devoted to the
growth of tobacco, it is estimated
that fully 300 acres are now used for
that crop and the acreage is increas-
ing every year,.

This change is due not only to the
discovery of the fertility of the soil,
but also to the improved methods of
growing., 'Farmers now go into
tobacco raising on a scientific basis
and use machinery for planting and
cultivating. They guard against in-
sect pests by sterilizing the soil in
which the young plants are grown

and using insecticides W future.. -~ course, in_ this business
“as in very other it requires brains,

it is placed in the field. ~ tHESe
and other precautions they hasten
the growth of the crop and are less
likely to suffer by early frosts than
formerly. In curing tobacco also new
methods have been adopted. Tobacco
growing is more profitable than it
formerly was and consequently more
and more farmers are making tobaeco
a specialty.

Hackett Brothers Large Growers.

Hackett Brothers are the largest
tobacco growers in Manchester. They
have become so in the last few years.
Born in Wapping, John H. Hackett
and Thomas A. Hackett were brought
up in the heart of the tobacco raising
district. They raised more or less
tobacco at the old homestead in Wap-
ping, and 10 years ago came to Man-
chester, where they bought the 10
acre lot belonging to the Gallup farm.
From this period their business has
grown very rapidly. In 1906 Hackett
Brothers bought the Charles H.
Owen property on North Main street.
This farm comprised 40 acres and
had a large house and stock barn.
The new owners remodeled the large
barn into a warehouse and for two
or three years did a packing and
storing business. In the spring of
1913 Hackett Brothers bought 1734
acres from Walter W, Cowles. This
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broken up 20 acres of this on which
to grow Connecticut broadleaf. They
have a farm of about 120 acres and
expect this year to raise between 60
and 65 acres of tobacco. They give
steady employment to 15 to 20 hands
the year round.

Hackett Brothers not only raise
tobacco, but they buy and sell it.
Last year the firm handled about 600
cases of Connecticut broadleaf. They
dispose of the crops of tobacco they
handle both to the manufacturers
and to the jobbers. They are known
throughout Connecticut as men of
good business ability, of sterling
character and hard workers. Both
men have great confidence in the
future of the tobacco industry. They
believe that the business is yet in iis
infaney. Thomas J. Hackett lives in
the large Owen house on the farm
and his brother, John H., who re-
cently sold the old homestead and
farm in Wapping to Everett C. Gris-
wold of Rocky Hill, is with his fwo
sisters making his home temporarily
in East Hartford. Mr. Hackett is
having plans prepared for a residence
east of the present Hackett house on
North Main street.

Hackett Brothers believe that the
land in Manchester, especially in the
Buckland district and south of it, is
suitable for tobacco growing. The
soil, which is of a light, sandy loam,
runs very even and is exceptionally
good for Connecticut broadleaf. The
fact that the acreage has grown from
40 to 300 acres in 10 years is evi-
dence that the business has a bright

plenty of careful work and some
capital to get a start, and with these
requirements and a fair amount of
good luck prosperity is assured.

Eastern Star Chapters to Meet at
Compounce.

The Connecticut KXastern Star
chapters will hold their 83rd annual
outing at Lake Compounce Monday,
August 31, and members have the
privilege of inviting their friends.
The business meeting will be held at
eleven o'clock in the hall over the
dining room. An interesting pro-
gram will be arranged, consisting of
instrumental and voeal music, read-
ings and addresses. Dinner will be
served to all who desire at 1.30 by
the proprietor for 75 cents.

Masons Will Meet at Savin Rock.

The 44th annual gathering of the
Connecticut Masonic Veterans' asso-
ciation will be held at Savin Rock
Thursday, June 25. The business
meeting will open at Wilcox’s opera
house at as near eleven o'clock as
possible, Dinner will be served at
Frank Wilcox's restaurant, just
across the street from the opera
house, at one o'clock, The brethren
of Annawan Lodge, No. 115, have in-
vited the members of the association

Glimpse of Hilliard Village
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7 Big Fortunes Pass.
(Philadelphia Record.)

For those who fear the influence
of colossal fortunes, such as those
of the Astors, Vanderbilts, Goulds,
Rockefellers and Morgans, upon the
future of the United States, both
economically and socially, there
should be no little consolation in the
present plight of the AMissouri Pacific
railroad. This is known as & Gould
road, control of it having been se-
cured by the late Jay Gould, and the
financial troubles into which -it has
fallen are typical of those which
descended upon neariy zll the prop-
erties left by that most unscrupulous

captain of industry to the incapable
gzeneration that succeeded him. From
the feeble hands of the sons, unable
to wield the power begueathed to
them, there have passed in turn the
Western Union Telegraph company,
the Wabash, the Lake Erie and West-
ern and the Western Maryland rail-
roads, the
minal and the Manhaitan Railway
company. Before long it is expecied
that the Missouri Pacific, the Rio
Grande and Western, and the West-
ern Pacific railroads will follow the
sane course.

One may regret the misfortune of
these corporations and the distrass
which they bring upon innocent
stockholders, but it is distinctiy
pleasing to see them released from
the grip of a family unable to man-
age them properly.

Wabash-Pittsburg ter- ,

LDEST WOOLEN
MILL IN AMERICA.

Hilliard Plant Established in Eight-
eenth Century.

HAS BEEN 1IN CONTINUOUS
OPERATION.

Hiiliard Family in Management for

X,

52 Years—Large Expansion
of Plant Under Their

Ownership.

Manchester has the distinction of
possessing the oldest woolen manu-
facturing plant in continuous opera-
tion in the United States. It was
originated by Aaron Buckland in the
iatter part of the 18th century. The
Peacedale mills of Rhode Island and
the Sutton mills of East Andover,
AMass., the next oldest mills, were
established in 1802. In 1812
Buckland's mill was making blankets
for the United States government to
be used by the soldiers in the war
of that year. Barly in the 19th cen-
tury it passed into the hands of Sid-
ney Pitkin, and November 19, 1824,
Elisha E. Hilliard went to work for
him as an apprentice. In 1832 DMr.
Hilliard was admitted as a partner
with AMr. Pitkin. Later he acquired
the entire interest and about 1840
admitted Ralph G. Spencer fo pari-
pershup, 7The firm wis Hilliod &
Spencer during the war and up to
1871, when Alr. Hilliard bought out
Mr. Spencer and Elisha C. Hilliard,
his son, was admitted to partnership.

In 1893 the firm was incorporated
under the name of The E. E. Hilliard
company, with E. C. Hilliard as its
head, and so it exists at the present
time.

Before the silk industry had its
inception in AManchester this was

i

one of the most important manufac-
tories in town. It not only operated
the mill standing on the site of its
present extensive plant, but also the
mill now used by Cheney Brothers
as a woodworking mill and a woolen
mill on Charter Qak sireet.

Adjoining the mill is a pretiy vil-
lage owned by the company. The
streets are shaded by fine old trees
and the and shrubbery are
kept in good condition. A glimpse
of the village printed on this page
gives an idea of its beauty.

In 1901 the E. E. Hilliard com-

lawns

pany bought the mill plant and
waler privilege iformerly owned by
the Peter Adams company and lo-

cated a mile above the Hilliard mill
on the same stream. This bhad been
for many years a large paper mill,
but the mill was partly destroyved by
fire and was not rebuilt. The Hil-
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now provides a greater part of the
power for- its operation. The maxi-
mum capacity of this power plant is
400 horse power. A glimpse of the
reservoir above the power plant is
shown on this page. It is one of the
prettiest bodies of water in town.
The view shown was taken from Hil-
liard street.

As an illustration of the growth
of real estate value in Manchester,
a tract of land consisting of 24 acres
through which the South Manchester
railroad now runs was bought by the
late Elisha Hilliard for $250. Mr.
Hilliard donated four acres of this
land to the South Manchesier Rail-
road company when the railroad was
built. Of the remaining 20 acres his
son, E. C. Hilliard, has sold about
one-half and realized therefrom
$24,000 and still has the other half
in his possession. The firm does a
prosperous business in the manufac-
ture of woolens for men’s wear and
gives steady employment to about

25 hands. Its payroll is about
2

a9
$2,000 a week.

Improvements in Factory Construc-
tion.

In the old days of manufacturing
in Manchester wooden factory build-
ings were the rule, These were very
inflammable and sooner or later most
of them yielded to fire. Paper mills
were especially vulnerable. No less
than a score of them in the history
of this town have besn burned. Some
of them were never rebuilt. Those
that have been rebuilt were con-
struected of brick or concrete. Now
the Hilliard woolen mill and the
kuitting mill at Manchester Green
are the only wooden factories of any
size which survive. All the paper
mills in town are of brick or con-

nine miles east of Hartford, the state side the railroads. The trunk line chased of Joseph Loomis the water Manchester, but the confusion be- land adjoined their present farm and to stop on the way down from New liard company established a power crete. As a result of this improve-
capital. This pateh of land tilts of double track, constituting the Mid- privilege already occupied by a saw- tween the name of the post office and all was of the best tobacco land. Last Haven and visit their new Masonic plant there for the transformation ment in construection paper mill
toward the river, its lower edge be- land division of the New York, New mill and grist mill. that of the railroad station, which - . ] A = fall they again added 50 acres of the temple at West Haven and also par- of water power into electricity. The fires, which once were so common,
ing about 200 feet above sea level Haven & Hartford railroad, passes The Oakland paper mills were was Manchester, resulted in the final AZEerLign o R S,h"mng pjouriglythnpHloven J. B. Barron farm, south of the rail- take of some light refreshments be- electricity is conveved by wires down are now almost unknown and when
and its higher or eastern edge about through Manchester and provides managed by the Hudsons for 30 adoption of the name Manchester for Large Tobacco Sheds road tracks, and have this spring fore going to the Rock. the stream to the woolen mill and they do start are speedily controlled.
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Tenfold Growth Due Mainly to Foreign Influx

NEW COMERS HAVE MADE GOOD CITIZENS

Have Introduced New Ideas in Manufacturing and in Agriculture.

Eager to' Learn QOur Language and Customs.

Many towns in Connecticut have
celebrated Old Home day. On these
occasions natives .of those towns who
have gone to the cities or larger
towns to make their fortume have
returned to renew acquaintances
with old family friends and to visit
the scenes of their wouth. The
tendency of population from the
country toward the city has depop-
ulated many of the rural districts
and as a rule the couniry towns of
Connecticut have not grown. When
they have wanted a patriotic celebra-
ﬁmhey have been obliged to call
back those who were once residents.
On such occasions the history of the
past has been brought to the front
and in poems and addresses and
songs the deeds of the forefathers

have been reviewed.
But an Old Home day for Man-
chester was out of the question.

-,

Woolen Mill of the E. E. Hiluard Company (Buckland P. O.)

Compared with many of the country
towns of Connecticut, whose history
goes back 200 and 250 years, Man-
chester is a baby. It has possessed
a corporate existence for less than a
century. The town was largely un-
cultivated woodland. In 1830, seven
vears after it was incorporated, it
had a population of only 1,676. But
from that day to this the tide has
been incoming instead of outgoing.
Every decade has shown a substan-
tial growth in the population. The
expanding industries have demanded
helpers faster than the natural in-
crease of population, and to fill the
gap we have called upon European
countries.

Every year immigrants from across
the Atlantic have poured into town.
They have found steady employment,
have prospered, have established
their own homes. They have edu-
cated their children in our public
schools and they have become every
whit as good citizens as those who
were here when the town was first
incorporated. They have intermar-
ried with the native stock and the
infusion of foreign blood has pre-
vented the decadence which has char-
acterized the original Yankees in

some of the country towns which
have lacked this new blood. First
came the Irish from the south of
Ireland. The next large influx was
from Sweden. Then came the Ger-
mans and Danes, and about the same
period the Irish from the north of
Ireland. Later the Italians poured
in and along with them came the
Polanders and Lithuanians. Sprinkled
among these nationalities in small-
er numbers were English, Scotch,
French, Swiss and Greeks. It is esti-
mated that from 80 to 90 per cent
of the population of Manchester to-
day is either foreign born or of for-
eign parentage. ;
All these nationalities have con-
tributed not only to the growth of
Manchester but to the success of its
industries. In the mills they have
produced skilled artisans and have
brought to our aid the training of
the older countries and fertility of
ideas and inventions. In tL~ frades
they have produced some of our
skilled journeyvmen. In mercantile

S e |
The Hilliard Mill 40 Years Ago

life they have taken a prominent part
and in agriculture have set the
Yankee farmers an example of dili-
gence and thrift. The younger por-
tion of our foreign born population
have shown an eager desire to per-
fect themselves in the American lan-
guage and customs, and hundreds of
them have taken advantage of our
night schools, after having completed
a day's work at bread winmning, for
the purpose of hastening their ac-
quisition of the United States lan-
guage and customs.
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