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27 of 38 Classmates of SMHS 1917 Reunited 

Members of the Class of 1917 of South Manchester High School who gathered Saturday night for a 

reunion at Willie's Steak House are, back row, left to right, Ernest McCormick, Mrs. Edith Clark Simonson, 

Mrs. Marie Leander Bunzell, Mrs. Evelyn Little Joyce, Philip B. Verplanck, Paul Clune, Roger Williams and 

Robert P. Hughes.  

Center row, left to right, Raymond Carrier, Mrs. Rose Shea Roche, Mrs. Maude Johnson Carlson, Mrs. 

Gertrude Gustafson Robinson, Herbert Runde, Clifford E. Scranton, Francis P. Handley and Charles E. 

Gotberg. 

Front row, left to right, Robert F. Doellner, Mrs. Annie Turkington McCabe, Mrs. Mary McMenemy 

Crockett, Mrs. Mary Anderson Elliot, Ralph W. Lamenzo, Miss Elsie C. Quish, Evan W. Nyquist, Mrs. June 

Wright Moynihan and husband , the Rev. Clifford M. Moynihan and Harold Olds. 

A total of 27 out of a possible 38 classmates were at the reunion, including Mrs. Annie McIntosh of 

Manchester, who was not in the photograph. Those attending, many who came with their husbands and 

wives, were from Connecticut, Oregon, Florida, Massachusetts and New York State. 

Guests of honor were Edson Bailey, former principal of Manchester High School and his wife; Miss 

Betty Olson, mathematics teacher and Miss Carrie Spafford, Latin teacher. 

The Rev. Mr. “Connie” Moynihan was toastmaster. Edson Bailey spoke and mentioned Fred “Zip” 

Verplanck, a legend in the history of Manchester schools. 

A moment of silent prayer was observed for 14 deceased classmates.  

Class members spoke briefly on their lives since graduation, and all suggested that another reunion be 

held. (Herald photo by Pinto)  


