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Fouracres or Forest House

Notes by Susan Barlow and Dick Jenkins.
Forgotten by most people: the old boarding house on Cooper Street, near the West Side Oval (a sports field that
measured about four acres and had a cinder oval-shaped running track). It was once a pleasant boarding house,
according to a January 30, 1921 Hartford Courant, article “‘Fouracres’ Departure in Working Girls’ Homes:
Inn at South Manchester Solves Living Problem for Many Women Employees at Cheney Mills and Laughs Old
High Cost of Living From the Door.” The article notes: “...the inn idea prevails. There is no latchstring on the
door, yet in the evening the sound of music and laughter seem to assure a hearty welcome to guests even before
one has crossed the threshold. The lights that twinkle through the dozens of windows lend a cheerful
atmosphere that is not broken by passing into the living room, patterned a bit after the style of an old New
England tavern. There is the traditional fireplace, the straight-backed chairs; only the polished hearth, the
electric lighting and the modern decorating destroy the old fashioned touch. In appearance, it might be an inn,
of any beautiful little town in the East, or by stretching the point, a college dormitory...”
The Cheneys had other boarding houses for employees — Edgewood on the north side of Center Street, near
Broad, and another on Chestnut Street. Fouracres was built before 1894, and it was expanded at least twice, in
1907 and 1916.
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Forest House, South Manchester, Conn.

UUOY STIRIYOUDY OF S ‘M F 40f PSR N4k @ON ‘PInK Zubs] “16BL ON

-~
4 7 et
Sae s U e W
1914 map. Forest House, center left, expanded from image in
postcard, left.

Postcard of Forest House, before 1907.




base side was used to house
school teachers, long since
baseball games wax the Four demolished. A track en-

FOUR ACRES-Site of many
early league and independent

Acres. The field was later
rechristened the West Side
Oval. Building on the first

cireled the open playing field
which was used regularly,

Undated “Then & Now” article in The Manchester
Herald.
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1915 listing of the 55 residents of Forest House. The 1915
directory (along with directories from other years) is available
on the Historical Society’s website, www.manchesterhistory.org
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COOPER (SM) {(9-F) fr 3964 *122 Bronlde Frederick W
Center 8 to 974 Cooper Hiil 127} Pleasant st
(Right side even numbers) 130 Wittite Hans —
10 Vacant Zwick Kathervine Mrs
12§ W Cepgar st #132 Hansen Mary Mrs
*23 Meinkes Y 134.136 Hansen hary Mrs gro-

Foracres listing
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cer
*140 Fourncres House board-
ing honse
Patnaude Alfred Mrs
*158 Prentice William
162 Phelon Herbert A
164 Smyth Thomas J
#1068 Modean Otto
170 Bank st
33 Chappell Frank N 174 Vennard Frederick
34 K o b 15 Huge motor- 178 Desplanques Louis
eycles 184 Dersahagian Nishan
35 Bvans Charles T COOPER HILL (SM) (4.F) fr
48 Schuetz Charles 2023 Pine W o Fairfisld
43§ Ridge st (Right side odd numbers)
*44 [Cohls Fveliv Mrg °52 Wetherell Joseph
51 Kellum John W 57 Brown Samusl
54 Schubert R A shoemlr
563 Summer st
57 Vaeant
67} Vacant "
58 Great A & P Tea Co

(eimazon Jnmes

b8 Grabbe Hedwig
*59 Waddell John
*60 Leister Stophen
6814 Cedar st
874 Cooper st
2108 Tucernyt Halonnt T

1925 directory showing Fouracres boarding house
owned by Mrs. Alfred (nee Collins) Patnaude.
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Property card showing ownership by Thomas and Isabella Ford,
who bought the property in 1938. After the 1948 sale of the old
boarding house, it was demolished to make way for single-
family houses. Boarding houses were not as popular as they had
been in the early part of the 20™ century, when many, many
people “boarded.” See listings in old directories.

Forest House, on the west side of Cooper Street, a popular
boarding house for working ladies, was a beehive of activity
in the 1920’s.
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Newspaper article about the 1916 expansion, adding “forty more
rooms.”.
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Forest House boarders, employees & proprietor,

1915 directory

Emma
Rose
Mary
Alice
Catherine
Bertha
Alice
Mary
Margaret
Mary
Catherine
Delia
Mary
Julia
Minnie
Mary
Sadie
Agnes
Bessie
Rose
Mary
Margaret
Miss
Hattie
Ruby
Bertha
Mary
Charles
Corrine
Lucy
Maggie
Addie
Nora
Ernest
Orrin L.
Orrine
Mrs. Thomas
Alice
Lillian
Annie
Minne
Mary
Nellie
Lizzie

Apple
Apple
Bonn
Bryant
Claughesy
Coddell
Connors
Connors
Conroy
Crowley
Cruse
Curran
Donnelly
Duggan
Everett
Flannigan
Freeburn
Goodale
Graham
Graham
Gribbon
Griffin
Griffin
Groves
Groves
Handchild
Harrington
Heath
Hepburn
Humiston
Humphrey
Johnson
Joyce
Judd
Judd
Judd
Loyd
Mansfield
Marquet
McAdams
McAlleer
McGee
McGrath
Molov
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Mary
Lea
Elsie
Margaret
Dora
Margaret
Rose
Martha
Mary
Edith
Mary

Molov
Oulet
Price
Robshaw
Rock
Shea
Snow
Tatro
Trebby
Westenburg
Woods
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